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Our PurPOSe
To make disciples of Jesus Christ

Our MiSSiOn
St. Paul’s is a welcoming broad-based 
community of faith centered in Jesus 
Christ, engaging the spiritual gifts of  
our people and sharing the grace of  
God with all persons. 

Our ViSiOn
We will be an inclusive, diverse church, 
loving others according to the teachings 
of Jesus and working for justice and 
peace in our world. 
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St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
celebrates the sacred worth and value 
of all individuals. We welcome all who 
seek a home in this house of God with 
open hearts, open minds, and open 
doors. We invite people of every age, 
race, ethnicity, economic reality, family 
status, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
diverse ability, or legal status to join us 
on a journey toward full participation 
and service in Christ’s church. 
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JOin uS by PhOne beginning OctOber 11

Even as St. Paul’s prepares to begin cautious efforts toward some indoor worship 
opportunities, many of you have indicated via our surveys that you do not plan to 
attend worship in person until there is a vaccine for the Coronavirus. Of course, 
livestreaming of at least one of our weekly services will continue, even after the 
Coronavirus is history. However, unless you have access to a computer or a smart 
phone, you are still isolated. 

St. Paul’s has signed up for a new service that will make the audio from the 
livestreamed service available via an ordinary telephone. This service will begin 
on Sunday October 11. You may hear the audio portion of that morning’s service 
by dialing 412-485-0213 on any telephone after 1:00PM (it takes us a little while 
to upload the audio file). After 1:00PM each week after that, the recording will be 
available perpetually, until the following week’s service is posted. You may dial in 
at any time to listen!



This edition of St. Paul’s Epistle is sort of “What we did on 
our Summer vacation,” but is really nothing about vacation! 
Most of the articles are “catch ups” about what the staff, 
leadership team, and people of St. Paul’s have been doing 
to be in ministry during the COVID-19 global pandemic. 

The church building has effectively been closed to all 
but very limited activity since Sunday, March 15. Only 
our weekday ministries of Preschool, Drop-in Child Care, 
and Kidz Korner have operated, and even these ceased 
on-site services as of March 16, and not starting up until 
July, out of a need for childcare on the part of families 
returning to work. All three programs are now operating, 
but at reduced levels, and with a raft of necessary safety 
restrictions to protect the children, teachers, and staff. With 
so many childcare programs closing in Pennsylvania due to 
the Coronavirus, a great need existed, so programs like ours 
that resumed operating have been able to acquire grants 
through the CARES act to help stay afl oat. Also, thanks 
to a “forgivable” loan through the federal Paycheck 
Protection Program, St. Paul’s has been able to sustain 
our staff through these challenging times.

While St. Paul’s is still not open to the general 
public, the staff has been working on a limited basis, 
with several able to work from home via telephone and 
computer. The church has hosted three funeral/memorial 
services, each limited to 25 persons in attendance, and 
one wedding with the same attendance restriction. No 
indoor worship has occurred, but a weekly “Worship 
Moments” is livestreamed from the sanctuary. This, too, 
went on hiatus from the church back in March, moving 
to Karen’s and Jeff’s homes during the total shutdown 
period here in Allegheny County. 

With the blessing of Summer weather, St. Paul’s 
began to offer outdoor worship each weekend, including: 
a Saturday night service on the grass space around the 
Labyrinth at 6:00PM; a service in Faith’s Chapel in the 
Woods; and another in the backyard beside the 
sanctuary, both at 10:00AM. These services are restricted 
to 25 persons, and all must register via the link in our 
Friday email update. A larger Sunday evening service in 
the main parking lot, which currently may welcome up to 

100 pre-registered persons, is available at 6:00PM (recently 
moved to the earlier time from the initial 7:30PM time). 

With cooler weather approaching, the leadership 
team has been working on a plan of offering a variety 
of 30 to 35 minute services into the building, beginning 
the second weekend of October. These services will 
be held in different large spaces around the church—
the sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, and the George Crooks 
Dining Area—with a restriction of 25 persons in each 
venue, socially distanced, and wearing face coverings. 
As per PA Health Department and United Methodist 
Conference restrictions, no congregational singing or 
unison liturgies will be employed, but prayers, preaching 
the word, and instrumental music and occasional solos 
will be incorporated. Plexiglass screens will be in place 
to restrict projection of aerosols toward attendees. 
Please "stay tuned” for more details as plans develop, 
but tentatively, these indoor services will be offered 
at 6:00PM on Saturday evening, 8:30AM, 9:30AM, 
10:30AM, and 6:00PM on Sunday. The plan we are 
working on should provide up to 225 spaces for in-person 
worship, with the necessary Coronavirus restrictions in 
place. Livestreaming of worship will continue on St. Paul’s 
Facebook and YouTube pages as well.

The outdoor service in Faith’s Chapel in the Woods will 
continue at 10:00AM on Sundays as long as weather permits. 

I wish to thank my clergy colleagues, our Leadership 
Team (including lay committees and boards that have been 
meeting via Zoom), our staff (including a great team of 
custodians and our Facilities Coordinator), our Hospitality 
Ministry Team, and a host of volunteers for helping us 
navigate through the pandemic. A special note of gratitude 
goes out to our “Re-opening” Task Team, including our 
Medical Advisory Panel, who continue to hold regular 
meetings to guide our efforts. I also want to thank YOU, 
our congregation for your participation, prayers, and 
continued fi nancial support that have sustained the 
ministry and mission of St. Paul’s.
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Greetings to you all in the 
name of Jesus Christ. My name
is Chad Bogdewic and I am the 
new associate pastor, in addition 
to Pastor Karen. Some of you have 
met me, but most of you have 
not, since we are unable to gather 
together in the ways we prefer, 
due to Covid-19. In this article, 
I want to introduce myself and 

give a report on the ministries I have been involved with 
since my time began here in July.

First off, let me tell you a little bit about myself. The 
short version is that I have two children, Jonathan (6) 
and Eliyana (8), with my wonderful wife Patty. I have a BS 
in Business Administration from California University of PA, 
a Master of Divinity (MDiv) with a graduate certifi cate in 
Urban Ministry, and a Master of Sacred Theology (STM) 
focusing on Old Testament theology and Christian social 
ethics, both latter degrees I received from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary.

I am an ordained elder in the Western PA Conference 
and have been pastoring since 2012. I have served different 
contexts from rural to urban in my time. I love writing and 
teaching as well as public speaking and preaching. I have 
one published book and a sermon that was published in 
a Pittsburgh ministry periodical. I currently serve as the 
co-chair of the Disability Concerns Committee and am a 
part of the fundraising team for the Disability Committee 
of the United Methodist Church. I also serve on the Poverty 
Team of the Annual Conference as a certifi ed Community 
Action Poverty Simulation Facilitator.

Now that you know a little bit about me, let me explain 
what I have been doing this summer. If you are on Facebook, 
you have probably already seen my semi-weekly devotions 
and Midweek Meditations in addition to semi-regular 
preaching, regularly helping to lead worship, and have led a 
few Bible study sessions. I have been involved in the strategic 
planning and the reopening meetings as well as different 
mission-oriented meetings. I am currently working on a 
collaboration and deeper connection with NHCO, with the 
help of some of the other leaders in the church, to help meet 
some of the spiritual needs that their clientele may need.

I am willing to carve some time out to speak with you, 
either by phone or in a socially distanced manner, so feel free 
to reach out if you need a listening ear or someone to pray 
with you. I am looking forward to my continued time here as 
God leads us to make disciples of Jesus Christ together. God’s 
blessings to you as we strive together to bring hope to each 
other and the world during a time such as this.

 

Blessings,

Pastoral Updates



5

In Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer points out that the 
opportunity to be physically present with other Christians 
is entirely a gift of God’s grace. I fi nd myself returning to 
that thought again and again as I struggle with what pastoral 
care means in this pandemic season. It helps me turn 
frustration with our limited in-person contact into humble 
thankfulness for all the times and ways we have been able 
to be together and connect with one another to encourage 
one another in faith. The ministry of presence looks different 
now than it did 7 months ago, but God is still blessing us 
with ways to be there for each other in Christian love.

The Care Team continues to meet monthly via zoom to 
coordinate efforts to share God’s love by sending cards 
and making calls. I am so grateful for the organized ministry 
of the Care Team and for all of you in the congregation 
who respond to the organic promptings of the Holy Spirit 
to reach out to one another. When someone displays a card 
from Care Team or a friend in the congregation on their 
nightstand or countertop, it is a physical reminder that they 
are not alone; God’s love and the love of the congregation 
is right there with them in their home. When those on our 
prayer lists pick up the phone to hear our prayer callers Ann 
Cadman or Sandy Augustine, or another friendly voice from 
the congregation, the love of God is speaking directly to 
them where they are.

 I am grateful to Marilyn McKean for her faithfulness in 
the ministry of sending Home Touch devotionals each 
week to those in our congregation who do not use email, 
and thankful that I have been able to latch on to her ministry 
by writing a weekly pastoral letter that is included in that 
mailing. If you or someone you know would like to receive 
that weekly mailing, please contact the church offi ce. 

I praise God for the faithfulness of our Stephen Ministers, 
who have continued their ministry of connection and 
listening, mostly by phone and facetime, in these long 
months. If you or someone you know would benefi t from 
the support of a Stephen Minister, please let me know.

I am thankful that we have been able to adapt the Wholeness 
and Healing service and the Prayer Quilt ministry. With 
the blessing of zoom, we are able to continue the ministry 
of carrying every person on all of our prayer lists to God 

together in prayer. I am thankful for the quilts lovingly 
made by Prayers and Squares, and the blessing of one 
person tying knots on the prayer quilts as signs of the 
prayers of the congregation, so that those going through 
diffi cult times can wrap themselves in prayer in a tangible, 
physically present way.

It has been a blessing to visit with some of our people 
outside on their porches, with masks and social distancing. 
If you would like to arrange a porch visit, please call or 
email, I would love to see you. I am sensitive to not wanting 
to put pressure on anyone to say yes to this offer. So, please 
call if you’d like me to come, and feel free to say no if I 
offer and you are not comfortable with meeting in-person. 
While I miss doing in-person hospital calls and home visits, 
it has become a blessing to get to pray and counsel with 
people on the phone, and Christ is very present to us in 
those conversations. 

I have an important request for you. It is hard to guess who 
might need or appreciate a phone call, particularly when we 
are not seeing each other regularly in worship. This keeps me 
up at night as a pastor, because I know that even when we 
were gathering in person and I was able to get some sense of 
who might need some support, there were still people whose 
needs I missed. My heartfelt request is, please do not wait 
for me to call you, please call me. If you become aware of 
someone else’s need that I am missing, please let me know 
about it. If there is something bothering you, or you are 
facing a challenge, or you are feeling alone, or you just feel 
like it has been too long since we have talked, please call 
me. I want to be here for you with the love of God as your 
pastor, and I need your help to be able to do that well. 

Thank you for all of the ways you express the love of God 
to one another and encourage each other in faith in Jesus 
Christ. It is truly God’s grace, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, that is keeping us connected in Christ. I cherish every 
opportunity we have to lean into that grace together.

the MiniStry Of PaStOral PreSence in a PandeMic
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Music & Worship Ministries 

What’S gOing On?

When the COVID-19 19 shutdowns occurred in mid-March 
of this year, I had just begun planning worship services again 
from home – looking ahead to Lenten and Easter worship 
services. As I was recovering at home from my long stint 
in the hospital, and before my corrective surgery could be 
scheduled, Alex Gregory and Corinne Fink Adkins were 
graciously and expertly leading our Wesleyan Choir and 
Chapel Ringers, respectively. Both of these women kept the 
music alive at St. Paul’s in wonderful ways! Ann Montgomery 
and Mary Polley faithfully continued rehearsing our 
Wednesday children’s choirs as they prepared for the Family 
Christmas Eve service in my absence, and were looking 
forward to Easter. Assuming the shutdown would be brief, 
we all held out hope that our choirs, handbells, and Lifeboat 
Praise Band would resume leading our St. Paul’s family in 
worship – first by Easter, then by May. However, we all know 
that restrictions on gatherings and singing have continued 
which meant we had to re-invent and re-imagine music 
leadership at our outdoor and livestream services.

We are deeply grateful to Alaine Fink for continuing to lead 
worship throughout all these frustrating times using her 
beautiful piano and organ gifts.

The Chapel Ringers were able to rehearse masked and 
socially-distanced in small ensembles of four ringers; 
these ensembles all played for Sunday morning live-stream 
and Sunday evening outdoor services. They will resume 
rehearsals this month once again in small, safe ensembles 
as we prepare for tentatively moving many of our services 
indoors for October.

Lifeboat Praise Band has been a true blessing at our Sunday 
evening parking lot services, providing live worship music 
safely distanced and masked, with one vocalist at a time.
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We continue to encourage any soloists and instrumentalists 
of all ages to submit recordings of hymns and/or sacred 
music that we can use to enhance our many services. 
Families – we’d love to hear your family sing a favorite 
Sunday School or KG3 song for all the church to hear!

We’ll also be making plans to include music experiences 
in many of our children’s ministry weekday Zoom meetings.

A Virtual Choir Ministry has begun in which all singers will 
learn and record their parts individually; then the individual 
recordings will be combined to form a virtual choir of our 
singers near and far. Alaine and I have spent many hours 
learning how to make this all happen, and we’re getting 
close to putting the fi rst project together. What a beautiful 
testament to our faith that we’ll be able to once again join 
our voices in praise of our loving God!

Looking ahead, we all hope to fi nd new and glorious ways 
that God’s people can use their gifts and talents in worship. 
Stay tuned for more information in our church Friday emails!

Have musical talents? What can you do? Children, 
youth, and adults - there are ways that any and all can 
use their talents even in the frustrating times we’re living 
through. God is good, all the time.

Call, text, or email Tom Taylor at 412.417.8283 or 
j.thomas.taylor@gmail.com to explore how YOU 
can participate in making music for our Lord!

Our Vision: The Music Ministry of St. Paul’s welcomes persons of all ages to use their talents and gifts to inspire our  
community of faith to worship God, grow in discipleship, and reach out to others.

J. thOMaS taylOr
Director of Music and Worship
412.486.7006 x220
412.417.8283
j.thomas.taylor@gmail.com
www.stpaulsumc.com

alaine finK
Organist
alainefi nk@hotmail.com
(cell) 412.606.2292

craig SluSSer
Lifeboat Praise Band 
craigslusser@gmail.com

cOMe, chriStianS, JOin tO Sing!

Virtual chOir MiniStry

Join your voice with others in a 
virtual choir to record songs to be 
used in worship services at St. Paul's!
All high schoolers through adults are 
invited to join. Complete materials, 
instructions, and coaching 
are provided.

Please contact Tom Taylor if 
interested or for more information:

Text or Call: (412) 417-8283
Email: j.thomas.taylor@gmail.com
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Children's Ministry 
Undoubtedly, we are in a changing world. Stability  
and predictability have been challenged by the  
unknown of COVID-19. These challenges are on-going  
and the unprecedented “new normal” continues to emerge.  
Ministry of every kind has been disrupted. The Children’s 
Ministries at St. Paul’s certainly fits into that disrupted 
category. The predictable summer Children’s Ministries 
including Vacation Bible School, CAT Camp and Playgroups 
were all halted. The very core of worship was disrupted.  
No more Nursery, Children’s Church or in person Worship  
at St. Paul’s. However, in the panic of asking ourselves  
“What will we do?” and “How will we be in ministry?”  
the constant presence of God was right with us and 
continues to be.

Being blessed with technology and the ability to 
communicate in the new “virtual world” allowed us to 
rethink and refocus what ministry could be and what it  
might look like virtually and with the new limitations 
imposed to keep us safe. Several Adult Children's Ministry 
Meetings were hosted to bring us together in a safe way  
and brainstorm ministry during the early months of  
COVID-19. The outcomes of these meetings and the power 
of God’s people working together was and continues to be 
amazing. Amazing new ministry has happened as a result 
of COVID-19. A new appreciation for what was and what 
can be continues to swell. We all miss what was but there is 
a future of new opportunity, new possibilities, new ministry 
and new outreach. The stability and predictability comes 
in the fact that God is with us during always through all 
things. God is giving us strength, creativity, compassion, 
responsibility and ability far beyond what we could have  
or would have thought possible.

When I think about the Children’s Ministries that have 
happened despite the challenging times, it’s almost 
unbelievable. In April we hosted a drive through  
Easter Egg Hunt. Families received a bag with eggs, crafts, 
projects, stickers etc. We packed and distributed 500 bags 
to those who drove through and to North Hills Community 
Outreach. That ministry catapulted what happened  
moving forward. 

The Children’s Ministries 
began a ministry series 
entitled “Intentional 
Acts of Holy Kindness.” 
I very much hope you 
were a part of the first 
act of kindness! We 
developed a plan to send 
a personalized homemade 
card to every single person 
on the church mailing 

list. This act of kindness started with a video lesson for our 
kids on how to make cards, preparation of card kits, then 
distribution of card kits. Finally, the cards had to be made 
and sent. We mailed over 700 cards! We continued from 
there to another great project entitled, “Love your Neighbor 
Day!”

“Love your Neighbor Day” was a way for us to let the 
community know we care about them even through the 
distance of COVID-19. NoMIC and the Children’s Ministries, 
packaged treat bags, with snacks including cookies donated 
by Eat-n-Park. A drive through distribution was held and the 
community was invited to pick up treats and reminded that 
St. Paul’s values and misses those in our community at this 
difficult time.
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While preparations for some of these outreach ministries 
were taking place, we started another series called St. Paul’s 
Neighborhood. I hope you’ve been able to see some of 
the video segments highlighting ministry at St. Paul’s. We 
currently have 6 videos made and will continue to make 
those as a way to share ministry, invite you to be in ministry 
and seek your prayer for those ministries happening. Look 
forward to our next segment highlighting the offi ce staff; 
Carla, Jacque and Marilyn!

Using video and technology, the 
upper elementary aged children 
were invited to read a book as a 
way to share an Intentional Act 
of Holy Kindness. Each Sunday 
morning these stories were used 
as a lesson in the Sunday morning 
email families received. The 

books that were recorded all aligned with St. Paul’s Purpose, 
Mission and Vision. We also included books in this series 
to address social justice issues and included books 
recommended by the Conference Center to address 
race relations. 

We took on a big project of creating a music video. 
Some of the videography for that project was done by 
families and some of it was done on church property. 
That project should be completed in the near future and 
we can’t wait to share it with you. 

So much happened this summer despite the limitations 
and challenges brought on by COVID-19. We set up 
Zoom classes for each age/grade of child at St. Paul’s 
so the kids can be in fellowship. These groups play games, 
tell stories and share together. Hospitality Hosts are 
volunteering and leading these gatherings that happen 
pretty much bi-weekly. If you are looking for a way for your 
child to connect with one of these groups, please reach 
out to me or the Hospitality Host for your child’s age/grade 
group. We want to be in community as much as we can.

The future is going to be different but it is hopeful. 
God is navigating us through this uncharacteristic time. 
The Children’s Ministries will continue to strive for a ministry 
built on community, safety and new possibility. Please be in 
contact if your family or child is struggling to fi nd a 
way to connect. The early fall calendar is out with lots of 
family-friendly outdoor opportunities. A Sunday morning 
lesson is offered each Sunday at 9:30AM via Zoom for kids 
of all ages. If you are not currently receiving weekly emails 
from the Children’s Ministries but would like to, please be in 
contact. Looking forward to being in ministry with you.

Serving beside you,
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Children's Ministry 

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement: St. Paul’s Children’s Ministry calls, equips, and deploys adults with a passion for 
Children’s ministries to connect with children in diverse situations, nurturing the spirit within children so that the awareness 

of God in their lives will lead them to faithful service as disciples of Jesus Christ.

the nO MiSSiOn iMPOSSible club

The No Mission Impossible Club (NoMIC) will begin its 
20th year soon, and we are always looking for new members 
to join us on our service missions. We are looking for kids 
like you, who are in the second through sixth grades and 
have a heart for helping others and who want to have fun 
at the same time. We meet every two weeks on Sunday 
afternoon at St. Paul's. Some of the events that we have 
planned for the fall are:

hOSt a hallOWeen Party 
at cuMberland crOSSing

Dressed in our Halloween costumes, we travel to the 
Cumberland Crossing assisted living center to spend 
time with the residents playing bingo and enjoying 
“Treats” that we will prepare as a group. This year we will be 
outdoors, and even though residents will remain indoors, we 
will be able to share in fellowship and play games together.

WOrKing at the ready yOurSelf yOuth ranch 
(With hOrSeS!)

We will work at a genuine horse ranch doing many chores 
and spending a lot of close up time with the horses that live 
there.

lincOln ParK cOMMunity center 
harVeSt feStiVal

We will prepare and serve breakfast to the attendees of 
the festival while working with the children by decorating 
pumpkins and making crafts.

As you can see from this small sample, we don’t just hang 
around the church. Our goal is to get out into the community 
and help others. Our theme, to borrow a very popular saying 
is, “NoMIC has just left the building (church).”
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erin SOza
Director of Children’s Ministries

412.486.7006 x217
esoza@stpaulsumc.com

www.stpaulsumc.com

We are a MiSSiOn baSed club WhOSe gOalS are:

1. Create awareness in our members of the needs of others in our  
 church, community, country and the world.

2. Reinforce Christian values in our members.

3. Give children a place and a group of their own at church where  
 they will feel safe and can make friends.

4. Engage our members in hands-on service in projects that will  
 ground them in their faith.

5. Make mission work fun so that the children will continue to be  
 involved in volunteer work when they become teens and adults.

6. To have each child experience how good it can feel to help someone in need.

We will be taking every precaution during this pandemic time to keep our members safe. We will be meeting out-of-doors 
often, weather permitting and following the safety standards of wearing masks and social distancing.



12

youth Ministry & Mission

A challenging fi nish to the school year led into a summer 
met with frustration and disappointment. The COVID-19 
Pandemic reeked havoc on our summer plans. Not only 
were proms, band trips and family vacations put on hold, 
but Confi rmation & Graduation celebrations were scaled 
back, concerts and festivals fell by the wayside and worst 
of all, Workcamp, MidHi Mission and Basecamp were ripped 
from our calendars. Disappointed is probably not a strong 
enough word to illustrate how we’ve all felt as we watched 
our plans crumble before our eyes. Traditionally our 
summers are spent on the road traveling, putting our faith 
into action as we strive to be the hands and feet of Christ 
serving others across the nation. We had big plans of heading 
to Maine with our SRHI and serving out of Jumonville with 
MIDHI this year. Instead our summer was spent persevering 
through a time that put our character to the test as we pressed 
on through a summer like none other we’ve ever known.

After months of lock down, as soon 
as we got the go ahead to safely 
venture outdoors with small groups of 
students, we started up a new summer 
youth ministry called Outdoor Youth 
Connection. This was just a simple 
way to help students safely reconnect 
and catch a few breaths of fresh air. 

God blessed us with what I would consider to be one of our 
best weather summers, allowing us to do a lot of hiking on 
some very cool trails. We found our way through the woods 
of North Park and Hartwood Acres and strolled through the 
waters as we took in the beauty of Fall Run Park. We had 
two outdoor movie nights and a Friday Night Lawn Party 
complete with Cornhole, Campfi re S’mores and Ghosts in 
the Graveyard. We spent a full day at GO APE Zip Lines 
& TreeTop Adventures and LLBean Outdoor Discovery 
Programs helped up wrap up summer with a couple of Free 
Archery & Stand Up Paddleboarding Sessions. Throw in a few 
coffee and ice cream hangouts and I believe we were able 

to turn this summer of disappointment into a solid summer 
of outdoor connection and we’ve grown closer as a student 
community of faith. 

Summer ministry would not be complete without diving 
into scripture so during the month of July, I met with a small 
group of students every Wednesday to travel along the Walk 
to Emmaus story in Luke 24:13-48. As we studied together 
we took a close look at how after Jesus’ death, his disciples 
navigated their way from…

 • Disappointment to Doubt

 • Doubt to Hope

 • Hope to Hunger

 • Hunger to Joy

In a similar way, we were trying to do the same by 
navigating our way through life in the midst of a Global 
Pandemic. If it’s been awhile since you’ve spent time in this 
story, I encourage you to open it up and dive in. You just 
might encounter Jesus in a profoundly new way that speaks 
peace into your life today. 

As we move towards the fall, no doubt there is still a lot of 
uncertainty ahead. We are trying to fi nd ways to gather safely 
indoors once the cool weather arrives, but most importantly 
we hope to work together as a church family to continue to 
keep everyone healthy as we journey through another very 
non-traditional school year. Keep your eyes on your email 
and text messages, as I will continue to invite you to connect 
with St. Paul’s Youth Ministry through outdoor options as long 
as the weather will allow. If you do not currently receive my 
emails or text please reach out so I can update my lists… 
tweisner@stpaulsumc.com or 412-760-9989. Remember 
friends, our current struggle is temporary, we will overcome 
if we dig deep and allow Christ to give us the strength. Hang 
in there; I’m looking forward to connecting with all of you 
this fall!

anchOr neWS
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taMi d. WeiSner
Director of Youth Ministries

412.486.7006 x230
412.760.9989

tweisner@stpaulsumc.com
www.stpaulsumc.com

In case you haven’t heard – Summer of 2020 brought the most amazing 
answer to prayer for Tami & Mike. They are expecting their first baby in 
December and can’t wait to introduce their precious child to all of you! 
Please keep Tami & Mike in your prayers, as Christmas will be here  
before we know it and so will their baby boy.

Taylor graduated from North 
Allegheny Senior High School in 
June 2018. She studies Sport and 
Exercise Psychology at West Virginia 
University and plans to graduate in 
2022. After college, Taylor wants 
to attend graduate school to earn 
her Masters in Sport and Exercise 
Psychology.

Doug graduated from Hampton 
High School in 2018 and is a 
Pharmaceutical Sciences major at  
the University of Michigan. He 
expects to graduate from college in 
2022. Doug commented, "I would 
like to use this forum to thank all of 
the people at St. Paul's who have 
shaped many of my religious and  

life beliefs. I know I have not been around too much, but I 
am trying to find my way back. Love you all very much.  
Rest in peace Spenser."

Congratulations to Taylor Marie Atkins and Doug Obenrader, recipients of the  
Spenser Flowers Memorial Scholarship for 2020-2021! During these unprecedented times that  

have been difficult for so many, the scholarship committee was pleased to award, on a one-time basis,  
two scholarships of $2,000 each this year.

information regarding applying for the Spenser flowers Memorial Scholarship for  
2021-2022 will be available in the fall of 2020.
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It’s been a long time since we have had the opportunity  
to speak. The last time I was able to reach out, I was 
marveling over the wondrous prospects of a brand new  
year. Looking back over the past year, it is unlike any year  
we have witnessed previously. I don’t think any of us 
imagined as we toasted the arrival of 2020 that she would 
bring such a world of change to our door. Our current lives 
don’t resemble the lives we had grown accustomed of. 
Many of us were tasked with the need to hunker down and 
quarantine our families in the safety of our homes. We were 
told to wash our hands and our groceries. We needed to 
wear masks that hid our expressions from those we passed. 
Our homes became our places of work, our schools, our 
places of recreation and fitness. Everything was limited to 
those four walls. We redefined what was essential. Some 
were happy with this new blessing of time and togetherness. 
Some were anxious from all the uncertainty. Others were 
frustrated by their sudden lack of control. And all watched  
as others argued about what was in the best interest of  
us from afar.

Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know  
what a day may bring.

Proverbs 27:1

Fast(?) forward 6 months and we can argue that not much 
has changed. And whether you are hesitant for things to 
reopen too fast or are ready to get back to living your life, 
I believe we can all agree that 2020 has changed our lives 
forever. We can never go back to “normal.” 2020 has opened 
our eyes to possibilities and realities we didn’t see coming. 
But, the one thing I hope has not changed in your life is 
that feeling of family, that feeling of home, that ability to 
come back to your close circle for strength and sustenance, 
for love and acceptance, for a shoulder to cry on, an ear 
to listen and a word or two of encouragement in a time of 
need. What has affected me the most is not being able to be 

around those I care most about. I would love to be able to 
hug those close and remind all of us that it will get better. 
To be totally honest, I would like to be able to just see some 
of them, just to have them in my physical presence for a 
moment of regeneration. I am reminded again of the pull 
of St. Paul’s, our true church home. I remember the days 
when I was walking those sacred hallways 2, 3, 4 times a 
week. I remember sitting in the pews and being so moved 
by the word. I remember the receptions afterward where we 
could spend a moment with those we haven’t seen since last 
week to catch up over lemonade and cookies. I remember 
the missions and the meetings and the learning like it was 
yesterday.

The heart of man plans his way,  
but the Lord establishes his steps.

Proverbs 16:9

But that is the benefit of having a church home like St. Paul’s. 
It is still there, even when we may not be. The friendships 
we’ve made, that are more like family, are still the same 
people who are in our corner through all of this. St. Paul’s 
has made strides to start to bring us together again in person 
through the offerings of services outside, as weather permits. 
The Leadership Team continues to work with the Re-Opening 
Task Force and medical advisors to look for ways to open the 
doors again within the guidelines from the state, county and 
denomination. Small groups still find ways to meet. Zoom 
meetings still abound. The Pastors are still available when 
needed. This is just a reminder that St. Paul’s is a beautiful 
building, a grand meeting space. (Thanks to the Trustees 
team, Custodians and Volunteers who continue to upkeep St. 
Paul’s even when we are not there.) But at the end of the day, 
we the people are called to be the church. We are all still 
here for you when needed, and sometimes when not…

greetingS dear church faMily and friendS!  
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Do you not know that you are 
God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?

1 Corinthians 3:16

I would be remiss if I didn’t take time to thank all of those 
who continue to send in your offerings to St. Paul’s through 
the multiple paths of giving. Miraculously, giving is actually 
up to last year. This is so important as other areas of fi nancial 
support have been negatively impacted by COVID-19 
closures, too. St. Paul’s has worked hard to maintain our 
ministries, outreach, teaching, worship and caring programs 
even during the times when the building itself is in shutdown. 
All of this would be impossible without your continued 
fi nancial and spiritual support. Please keep our Pastors, Staff, 
Lay Leaders and Volunteers in your prayers, as they continue 
to do the work essential in these unscripted times. And know 
that St. Paul’s will be here for you when things progress to a 
point where we can throw open the doors again. All will be 
welcome. Until then I hope you know in your heart that your 
church family is still here for you. I hope if a name crosses 
your mind that you say a little prayer of support, or pick up 
the phone, or write a little note. We are all in this together. 
Where you are, so am I. “Til we meet again, Family… "

Sincerely, 

Janeen S. Atkins, 
Stewardship Chair

the united MethOdiSt WOMen

As the Coronavirus has 
curtailed or canceled 
events for several 
months, the United 
Methodist Women 
are also feeling the 

effects. There will be no Fall general meeting and, 
sadly, we must cancel the 2020 Cookie Walk. 
Although we usually take precautions for health 
and safety, these are unusual circumstances. 
We hope to be back in 2021!

With that said, our pledges for this year 
are down and now there will be no fundraiser. 
The needs are great for women and children 
throughout the area and beyond. We cannot 
meet our Unit’s pledge to the District to help 
with these needs. If you have not made 
your pledge as yet for 2020 or would like 
to make a monetary donation in lieu of cookies, 
it would be greatly appreciated! Please mail 
your check to the St. Paul’s United Methodist 
WOMEN, Memo: Pledge or Cookie Walk to 
Carolyn Metting at 4973 Oakhurst Avenue, 
Gibsonia 15044. Thank you and may God 
bless you with continued good health!
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St. Paul'S  truSteeS

While things were a little quieter than usual around the 
church in the Spring and Summer of 2020, the work didn’t 
stop. Without the usual foot traffic, many projects were able 
to be completed inside and outside of the church building 
and at North Hills Community Outreach.

The custodial staff, with the supervision of Mike Cooknick, 
did an intensive cleaning of the building, particularly the 
Preschool and Child Care areas, scrubbing carpets and 
completing other projects that are usually done in a short 
period of time in August. All of the outside playground 
equipment was power washed and repaired or removed. In 
addition, a toilet and window screens were replaced in the 
childcare area, corner guards were installed in Preschool 
window returns, and wallpaper was removed from the CLC 
area and vestibule. These areas now have been painted.

Mike Cooknick worked many, many hours the past few 
months completing many maintenance projects throughout 
the building and at NHCO. We are very grateful for Mike’s 
expertise and his dedication to St. Paul’s. Elsewhere in the 
building, a thermostat was moved to provide more heat for 
offices and cubicles, and broken floor tiles were replaced 
and grouted. Painting was done in and around George 
Crooks Dining Area. Repairs were made to the refrigerator, 
freezer and kitchen doors. In the Wesley Hall coffee niche, 
new shelving and hardware – including a new faucet – was 
installed. And throughout the building, fixtures and bulbs 
were replaced with LEDs, damaged ceiling tiles were 
replaced, and hardware was repaired.

In June, Trustees met along with a couple of additional 
volunteers to get Faith’s Chapel in the Woods ready for 
the start of outdoor services. Pressure washing cleaned up 
labyrinth bricks, benches and the chapel platform. A wood 

chipper was employed to deplete the brush pile. The wood 
chips were used by Dylan Sienko, whose Eagle Scout project 
involved rebuilding the 10 Commandments Trail; he has 
been assisted by his parents – Beth and Glen. Other outside 
projects have included weeding of walks and areas around 
signs and lights, extensive pothole patching, cleaning and 
clearing scuppers and downspouts, cleaning out and repair 
of sheds, and building and installing a bracket for ladders in 
order to replace parking lot lights.

Due to Covid-19, there were a few extra projects to ensure 
everyone’s safety. A Plexiglas barrier was installed at the 
reception area. The sanctuary was roped off for services, 
funerals, weddings and other events in compliance with 
Pennsylvania rules. And four separate sites were prepared   
for outside services.

While this hasn’t been the season we expected, Ecclesiastes 
3:1 tells us, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under Heaven.”
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St. Paul'S  gardenS

The gardens were beautiful in spring with new bulbs  
and trees blooming.  We would like to thank the many 
volunteers who worked in the St. Paul's gardens this hot  
and dry summer. 

With Autumn coming soon, we will need many hands  
to clean up leaves and put the gardens to bed before winter. 
Please consider giving some time to this cause. Carla can  
put you in touch with a garden team member; just give  
her a call. 

St. Paul'S  library 

Although our church is currently closed, the church library  
is not dormant. Erin Soza has placed a collection of children’s 
books in the library related to St. Paul’s Purpose Mission and 
Vision with her messages attached. The library committee 
is grateful to be able to use the Conaway-Munden Fund to 
purchase many of the books recommended by our leadership 
team. We are now collecting a wish list of books related to 
social justice, and we would like to hear your suggestions. 

Please contact Sherry (shu1027@gmail.com) 
if you have any suggestions/requests for  
the list (QR code), or have any other 
questions. I can possibly circulate some  
of these newly purchased books during 

our outdoor service times. We continue to appreciate your 
monetary and book donations to support our ministry.  
Thank you and stay healthy. 

MiSSiOn Mall catalOg

As the air gets cooler many of us start to think  
about the holidays. Shopping at St. Paul’s Annual  
Mission Mall & Cookie Walk is a festive tradition that  
connects our community with local and international 
non-profits. Even during this strange, distanced time,  
we’re excited to still bring the Mission Mall to you, but  
in a much different way! This fall, an electronic catalog will 
be available so you can learn about incredible organizations 
and how to purchase unique treasures and holiday gifts, or 
how to gift a charitable donation. Please contact Kate Neville 
(glennandkate@verizon.net) if you know about a non-profit  
that may like to be featured.

barnabaS MiniStry

Please consider blessing one of our 2020 graduates  
as a Barnabas pal this year! This Ministry was established  
to give encouragement to young persons from our church  
the first year following high school graduation. The name 
Barnabas is representative of the friend and encourager of  
St. Paul the Apostle. Our Barnabas is a ‘Secret Pal’ who  
sends notes, cards, or small gifts throughout the year.  
Whether the student is away at school, at home, or in the 
military, we let them know we are thinking about them.  
If you would like to be a Barnabas or would like more 
information about this ministry, please call Jacque Lang  
at the Church Office 412-486-7006; Ext. 212.

Kathy Belcastro

Carl Black

Mike Cooknick

Kathy Eichner

Sue English

Ralph and Barbara Flory

Kathy Gracjar 

Rosemary Highman

Carol Radi

Wendy and Natalie Smith
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WOrKing fOr JuStice MiniStry

VOting iS Our Sacred duty. Election Day is 
Novemeber 3, 2020. Visit our 2020 Election and Voting  
page for everything you need to know to register, vote,  
protect your vote and more. 
 
PA Council of Churches: www.pachurches.org

The United Methodist Church also urges us to vote. “The 
church should continually exert a strong ethical influence 
upon the state, supporting policies and programs deemed to 
be just and opposing policies and programs that are unjust.” 
(The United Methodist Church Book of Resolutions, pg.164) 

As we approach November, we contemplate participating  
in our nation’s elections, as we should. The UMC resolves 
that we “the church” exert our influence, and so we should 
vote. When we do, we must vote considering our Christian 
values, because our government establishes laws, programs 
and policies which may advance our values, or which 
counter our values. For more information please visit  
the St. Paul’s Working for Justice blog.

http://stpworkingforjustice.blogspot.com/

There you will find materials prepared by the League of 
Women Voters to help young, senior or actually any voter, 
fulfill their Christian obligation to vote guided by faith.  
The UMC urges us all to do so.

WOrK fOr JuStice MiniStry uPdate

WFJ continues to work in a number of areas. During  
2020 we have met, discussed and taken action in the 
following areas: Human trafficking, giving testimony to  
the PA Department of Environmental Protection, speaking 
out to representatives about legislation, opposing gun 
violence, fighting racism with St. Brendan’s Episcopal 
Church, supporting the “NOW, ACTION” ANTI-RACISM 
PLEDGE”, and formed COVID Response Team addressing 
food insecurity with community gardens and more. Please 
join us on the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm. 
Contact: michaeldimo124@hotmail.com
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St. Paul’S Jail MiniStry and  
the fOundatiOn Of hOPe

Beginning in 2012, St. Paul’s has awarded Conaway  
Munden Grants to the Foundation of HOPE, a faith-based 
non-profit providing pre and post release services to the  
men and women incarcerated in the Allegheny County Jail. 
These grants helped to sustain the Foundation in its early 
years. Two years ago, the Foundation expanded its services 
into a HOPE Diversion Program designed to give youths  
12 through 26 years old who commit a non-violent offense 
the opportunity to remain in the community while addressing 
their needs (i.e.,mental health and addiction counseling,  
job readiness, support groups, housing assistance etc)  
rather than being simply incarcerated. In other words, a 
program designed to keep people out of jail. Of the first 54 
persons who participated in the six month program, 53 did 
not re-offend six months after completion of the program. 

This year, the Foundation's Diversion Program was expanded 
to include adults older than 26. Programs of this type are  
rare and unique. For more information, go to the website  
listed below. 

https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-diversion-
program-aims-to-reduce-behavioral-health-arrests/ 

While St. Paul's played a minor role in the development  
of the Foundation of HOPE, we did play a role, for which  
the Foundation has always expressed gratitude. Please 
contact Tom Greway at tennis2tom@aol.com if you would 
like more information concerning either the Jail Ministry or 
the Foundation of HOPE.

chaPlainS’ reQueSt fOr iteMS fOr Jail inMateS

“Remember those who are in prison as though  
you were in prison with them.” 

Hebrews 13:3

“I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 

Matthew 25:36

During this pandemic, the St. Paul’s Jail Ministry team has 
been unable to enter the Allegheny County Jail to lead 
worship services. However, there still is much that the 
people of St. Paul’s can do. Sometimes when a person is 
incarcerated, his or her family will have nothing more to 
do with them. Oftentimes, incarcerated persons are simply 
indigent. So, in addition to providing for the spiritual needs 
of inmates, the chaplains at the Allegheny County Jail attempt 
to provide for some of their physical needs as well. 

thiS includeS:

• Hygienic necessities such as toothpaste, soap, shampoo

• Reading material such as paperback Bibles,  
 fiction and non-fiction paperbacks

• Sweatshirts and/or sweatpants (no solid red color  
 or logos of any kind) for inmates arrested in the  
 summer wearing summer clothes but released in  
 the winter with only their summer clothes to wear 

• Unused Christmas cards. The chaplains  
 attempt to provide each inmate with two cards  
 to mail to their family at Christmas time  
 (2000 x 2 = 4000 cards needed)

• Monetary donation so that the chaplains can purchase  
 4000 postage stamps for the Christmas cards 

A container marked “Jail Ministry” is located in the unlocked 
church vestibule at the entrance to the church office which 
can be used for most of the items listed above. Monetary 
donations can be made by check payable to “St. Paul’s UMC” 
with “prison ministry” written on the memo line.
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fiSh farMing / irrigatiOn uPdate:

A lot has happened since Emmanuel Chiimba, the director  
of the Home of Hope Orphanage (HOH) in Zimbabwe, 
visited St. Paul’s in December! At the time, TNC was 
working with Emmanuel to develop fish farming at 
the HOH in an effort to move the orphanage towards 
self-sustainability.

The effects of the coronavirus and the ensuing country-wide 
shut down has caused enough disruption to an already 
fragile economy that the production of fish at Nyadire has 
been put on hold. However, TNC will continue to put into 
place components necessary to fish farming, which will also 
have an immediate and direct impact on the food supply 
and self-sustainability of the HOH. 

The next step in the project is the drilling of a well 
(borehole) with a pump equipped with solar panels and 
batteries that will enable water to be pumped 24 hours/  
7 days a week. Eventually, this water can be used to help  
fill and replenish water in the fish ponds that have been 
built on site. In the meantime, plans include enough 
irrigation piping and supplies to water HOH fields currently 
susceptible to drought (corn, potatoes, beans, greens & 
tomatoes). The cost of implementing this segment of the 
project is roughly $25,000. Our partner church, Dutilh 
UMC has donated $8,000 for the drilling of the well. 
St. Paul’s recently contributed nearly $10,000 made up 
of accumulated donations to TNC accounts supporting 
orphans and also funds collected from the recent lenten 
calendar fundraiser (the latter totaled $1,156). If you still 
have your Lenten collection or would like to donate to this 
cause, write your check to St. Paul’s with HOH Borehole in 
the memo line. While many things have been put on hold 
during the pandemic, with your help, TNC moves the HOH 
forward on its path to food security and self-sustainability. 
Thanks be to God! 

PandeMic cauSeS SeVere fOOd ShOrtageS.  
can you sponsor a family for $18 one month  
or $108 for the next 6 months?

Food shortages were prevalent 
in Zimbabwe before the 
effects of the Coronavirus 
took hold. With limitations 
on citizens’ movements and 
ability to work, the situation 
has only worsened. Some 
official agencies report 

that the risk of starvation is greater than the risk of dying 
from COVID-19. Emmanuel Chiimba and a committee 
of community leaders has petitioned TNC for food aid 
for mission families and the families of staff at the 6 rural 
medical clinics that are satellites of Nyadire Hospital. By 
buying supplies in bulk, a one month supply of food aid 
consisting of corn meal, sugar, beans and cooking oil can 
be purchased for $18 per family unit (or $108 for a 6 month 
food bundle supply for one family unit). TNC has supplied 
food aid since early in the pandemic, and plans to support 
these families further from November through April, 2021. If 
you are able to sponsor a family for a month or more, please 
go to www.nyadire.org and use the donate button or send 
a check payable to The Nyadire Connection (memo line: 
Nyadire Hunger Relief) to 

christ united Methodist church 
attn: richard dickey, tnc 
44 highland road 
bethel Park, Pa 15102

fOr an OVerVieW Of the Many PrOgraMS  
Of the nyadire cOnnectiOn, PleaSe gO tO 

http://www.nyadire.org/uploads/4/7/6/4/4764398/tnc_
overview_nov_2018.pdf and be sure to visit our Facebook 
page! For more information or to see how you might get 
involved with the Zimbabwe Ministry, please text or call 
Sandy McKnight 412-585-2361.  

the nyadire cOnnectiOn (tnc) uPdate - St. Paul’S OngOing SuPPOrt Of Our friendS in ziMbabWe
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Main Office 
1975 Ferguson Road 

Allison Park, PA 15101 
412-487-6316

nhcO Millvale  
Millvale community center 
416 Lincoln Ave., 2nd floor 

Millvale, PA 15209 
412-408-383

nhcO north boroughs  
greenstone Methodist church 

939 California Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15202 

412-307-0069

NHCO holds various collections throughout the year, and 
then distributes the donated goods to those in need.

Winter cOat cOllectiOn 
September 1 – October 19

We’re collecting and distributing 
new coats to children ages infant 
to 18-years old. New hats, scarves 
and gloves are also being accepted. 
Gift cards to purchase coats are 
also greatly appreciated. Donations 
can be dropped off at any of our 
three offices, or you can order from 
our Amazon Wish list and have the 
coats shipped directly to us.

thanKSgiVing On eVery table cOllectiOn 
October 19 – november 9

Every year NHCO distributes 
hundreds of complete Thanksgiving 
dinners to families and individuals 
experiencing hardship. You can help 
by holding a collection or donating 
any or all of the following items.

items for a complete thanksgiving dinner include;

• 1 large box stuffing mix

• 1 large box instant mashed potatoes 

• 1 15 ounce can of cranberry sauce or yams. 

• 2 16 ounce cans of vegetables 

• Any dessert mix 

• 1 box of muffin mix 

• 1 package of turkey gravy mix 

• 1 package of napkins 

• 1 grocery certificate for $20 or more  
 (to purchase a turkey) 

• Canvas shopping bag for collecting these items

dOnatiOnS can be drOPPed Off  
Monday - friday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm  

at any of our three offices, and the first Saturday of the 
month 9:00 am - 12:00 pm at our Allison Park office.

Please wear a mask and stay six feet away from others. 
Thank you!

We respectfully request that items not be left outside due  
to potential damage from weather, animals and insects.

if you have any questions, please contact:

VicKi burStynOWicz 
Sharing Projects Coordinator 
412-487-6316, opt. 1 x 3143 

vdburst@nhco.org

fall Sharing PrOJectS at nOrth hillS cOMMunity Outreach



SyMPATHIES ANd JOyS

SyMPathy:
We extend our sympathy to the families of the following loved ones:

Mary elizabeth richards on February 12, 
mother of Renee Petty

fred logan on February 20

Walter Koch on March 3

natalie Pike on March 7, cousin of Diane Demblowski

Joe on March 10, brother of June Mitro 

lois coon on March 15

bert Mcdermott on March 17, husband of Terri

rev. Mark earl on March 17, brother of Candy Robinson

Jude Pontzloff, stillborn son of Corinn and Michael Pontzloff

larry Pennie on April 5, brother of Tom Pennie

Jane Schick on April 6, mother of Anne Pennie 

Ken Wharrey on April 12, father of Justin 

eleanor Jones on April 17, wife of Wade

Marti Wiseman on April 22, daughter of Diane Crouse

bill Wise on April 23, brother of Lois Lanigan

Julie beran on April 25

dorothy Peters on May 3, mother of Jeanne DiMonte

John Weisser on May 7, husband of Joan

dustin Pearson on May 11, cousin of Linda and Bill Peneley

ashton Mathias on May 12, great-nephew of Diane Zebrine

Susan Kifer on May 14, sister of Debbie (Kermit) Burch

Marge Melgaard on May 15

frances Metcalf on May 23, aunt of Linda and Bill Penley 

Paul Pirollo on May 23, father of Rob (Linda) Pirollo

leona Miller on May 25, mother of Lisa Arthur

rudolph deutsch on June 3, father-in-law of Becky Deutsch

Joann donaldson dekker on June 11, aunt of Nancy 
McKnight & Susan Shuey

e. david Smith on June 15

Jean Mcdonald on July 17, mother of Becky Deutsch

John Mills on July 19

harry hanley on July 22

donald hess on August 2, father of Brad (Natalie)

Michael bizub, Jr. on August 10, 
father-in-law of Kim (Lubarsky) Bizub 

lois a. flowers on August 24, mother of Chris (Tina) Flowers

liz Stevens on September 5, cousin of Linda 
Creswell-Hartman

Mary Joan carl on September 6, sister of Matt (Susan) Carl

catherine Wenzel on September 7, 
mother of Kathy (Fred Nulph) Wenzel

Scot taylor on September 8, son of Thomas and Ann Taylor

geraldine lotz on September 13

Paul auman on September 16, father of Elaine (Alan) Oley



birthS

emily elizabeth roth on February 17, daughter of Laura & John Roth; 
granddaughter of Ann & Robb Montgomery; granddaughter of Sandy & John Roth

alexander Jon coon on May 3, grandson of Maureen Coon

henry ryan Moser on May 10, son of Meg and Ryan Moser

braedyn howard devine on July 15, grandson of Linda & Bill Penley

dominick charles Mattucci, grandson of Cathy & Tom LeGrand

nicholas gremba on September 17, son of Allison & Edward;                                                                                                          
grandson of Ronna Cullen Doyle

MarriageS

Jackie Schaefers and nicole Kochasic on July 11

bailey Petersen and nick hannan on July 18

emily Morgan and terry Pol on July 25

leigh Spudich and zachary Pettis on September 5



church Office
412.486.7006 

faX
412.486.8801

nOrth hillS cOMMunity 
Outreach
412.487.6316

drOP-in child care
412.486.4595

Kidz KOrner
412.486.0280 

PreSchOOl
412.486.5591

 

need MOre 
infOrMatiOn?
Call the Churc Office  
between 8:00AM and  
4:00PM Monday through 
Friday. We’ll be glad to  
share the details!

Visit our website  
for more information:
www.stpaulsumc.com.

cOMMunicatiOnS             
Be sure to watch for  
weekly updates in the  
Friday emails.

Register online at  
www.stpaulsumc.com/news.

Epistles are available on our 
website! If you prefer to view 
an electronic copy instead of a 
mailed copy, please contact  
the Church Office!

ST. PAULS
United Methodist Church

• Mary ellen dickson and avery deeds will lead  
 the study of 1 & 2 Corinthians. This“Faith and Fun”  
 class plans to meet by Zoom on Sunday mornings.  
 contact: med646@verizon.net

• Mark lenz and Michael diMonte will continue to lead  
 the study of The Meaning of Jesus by Marcus Borg and  
 N.T. Wright. This group meets on alternate Sunday evenings.  
 contact: kamalenz@verizon.net

• Jill and rob campbell will continue to lead a LifeGroup  
 for families of young children. They meet on alternate   
 Wednesday evenings at 9:00PM (after the kids are to bed!),  
 and have done some socially distant outside gatherings.   
 contact: jill_campbell5@yahoo.com

• Mike cooknick and Sherri Schuetz will lead a time of  
 prayer and Bible Sunday mornings, and are still working 
 out the details. This group met by Zoom on Sunday  
 mornings in the spring.  
 contact: mjcooknick@gmail.com

• christy rosso and Kim Suddeth are brainstorming with  
 their Sunday morning LifeGroup on the best way to  
 connect this fall.  
 contact: dcrosso@verizon.net

• bill dennis and gail Moore are also brainstorming how  
 to connect with their Wednesday evening LifeGroup,  
 who are a bit “Zoomed out” – we understand!  
 contact: billdennis5@hotmail.com

• gary brandenberger is working to connect with the  
 class that he and Dave Smith (who has now entered  
 the church triumphant) led for many years.  
 contact: gbrandenberger@webtv.net

thanK yOu tO Our adult Sunday SchOOl and lifegrOuP leaderS!

Our Adult Sunday School classes and LifeGroups are staying connected by Zoom, with a variety of meeting times. All are open  
and welcoming to new participants! The information listed below is tentative; please contact the class leaders below for the most  
up-to-date meeting information and zoom codes. Please keep our Adult Classes in prayer, and reach out with your ideas to stay 
strong in this pandemic time. If you’d like to get a new class/LifeGroup started, Pastor Karen will be glad to help.


