
Mike Cooknick 
Facilities Supervisor 

Where are you originally from?  

Pittsburgh, PA  

When did you start working for St. Paul's?  

June 1, 2019. After serving as the chairperson of trustees for 25 years, I chose to retire 
from that position. I  

accepted a paid position of 8 hours per week. I maintain a non-voting position on the 
board of trustees.  

How would you describe your role in a few sentences?  

I maintain the St. Paul’s campus.  

What do you enjoy most about your job?  

I enjoy working with custodians and staff on everyday tasks to maintain the campus, 
especially tasks that  

improve safety.  

What things do you like to do in your spare time?  

I enjoy retirement, traveling with my wife Patty, and golf. 



 

 

Jacque Lang 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Where are you originally from? 

I have lived in Pittsburgh forever, although I was born in Alabama (my mother was Southern!) 

 

When did you start working for St. Paul’s? 

I started working for St. Paul’s in 1990 as a part-time assistant to the Administrative Assistant.  When she took 

a personal leave and then a medical leave, I worked on staff under Rev. Ferd Parks.  In 1992 I became a part 

of the current staff, being hired by Ron Hoellein (Lead Pastor) and Jeff Sterling (Associate Pastor). 

 

How would you describe your role in a few sentences? 

My role varies day-to-day and sometimes month-to-month.  Membership is my main focus along with helping 

the Directors of Children’s Ministries and Youth Ministries. And then there are always other duties as 

assigned!! 

 

What do you enjoy most about your job? 



The fact that it is very eclectic!  On another note, I find enjoyment with the people I work with and interacting 

with our church family. 

 

What things do you like to do in your spare time? 

I like to read, work out in my yard, and (pre-pandemic) attend events in the Cultural District. 

 

 
  



Marilyn McKean 
Administrative Assistant 

Where are you originally from? 

Pittsburgh, PA 

 

When did you start working for St. Paul's? 

December 1994, but I volunteered to help with mailings before that. 

 

How would you describe your role in a few sentences? 

My focus is printing the worship guides, working with prayer ministry concerns, miscellaneous stuff, and trying 

to keep The Beast (copier) up and running! 

 

What do you enjoy most about your job? 

I enjoy the people I work with and the proximity of the church to my home – 5 minutes, and the flexibility of 

hours. 

 

What things do you like to do in your spare time? 

Cuddle my cats, read, and play games on my iPad. 

 

 

  



Mary Polley 
Director of Child Care / Children’s Choir Director 

Where are you originally from? 

I was born and raised here in Pittsburgh, in the North Hills area. 

 

When did you start working for St. Paul’s? 

I started working as a children’s choir director in 1990, which I am still doing.  I started working at the child care 

in 2003 and became the director on June 1, 2009. 

 

How would you describe your role in a few sentences? 

As the signing agent for St. Paul’s Child Care, Preschool and Kidz Korner, I oversee the state licensing 

procedure, Keystone Stars, and any grants and supplies coming from any of these programs.  I ensure that the 

staff of the childcare meets or exceeds all state professional requirements for employment.  I also oversee 

payroll and scheduling, and I make sure St. Paul’s is a “fun” place to work.  I am responsible for weekly billing 

and collections for our families.  In my position I attempt to make St. Paul’s a welcoming, caring and loving 

place for all our families. 

 

What do you enjoy most about your job? 

I love watching the children of all ages grow, from infants when they look into your eyes trusting you will care 

for them to the older children learning something new for the first time (watching the “lightbulb go off”).  I enjoy 

going upstairs and seeing the children who have aged into the Kidz Korner program acknowledge that they 

remember me! 

 

What things do you like to do in your spare time? 

Some of my spare time is spent at St. Paul’s, either teaching a children’s choir or singing with the Wesleyan 

Choir.  I enjoy spending time with my children and grandson Richie.  Along with my husband and family we like 

to travel and entertain friends and family. 

 

  



Erin Soza 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

Where are you originally from? 

I was born in Pittsburgh and lived here most of my life, with the exception of about 2 years when I lived in New 

Jersey. 

 

When did you start working for St. Paul’s? 

I was employed by St. Paul’s in 2008, I think?  It was a long time ago! 

 

How would you describe your role in a few sentences? 

A lot of my time is spent working with families and children, recruiting volunteers and training volunteers to be 

in ministry together and serving the community.  Also, I have a role as liaison and coordinator for the Weekday 

Children’s Ministries, which are the Drop-In Child-Care, Kidz Korner Kindergarten, Before and After School 

Care and the Preschool.  Because the Children’s Ministry is integrated in so many other ministries, I work 

across a lot of other areas as well. 

 

What do you enjoy most about your job? 

Probably what I enjoy the most is seeing all the amazing skills and gifts that are ever present in those who 

volunteer and serve at St. Paul’s.  God provides in extraordinary ways.  I am blessed to be witness to others 

serving, using their talents and gifts every single day. 

 

What things do you like to do in your spare time? 

My favorite things are mostly being outside - either gardening, running, walking through the city trails or 

anything that savors the sunshine.  We don’t get enough of it!  I also like cooking and being at home with my 

family.  I usually have a creative or artistic project going on - either painting or creating something.  I can 

always fill time! 

 

  



Laurel Webster 
Director of Preschool 

Where are you originally from? 

I grew up in Hampton Township and have lived here most of my life.  My first husband was an army officer so 

we did live in Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee for a bit of time (1981-1985).  He was killed in a plane crash 

while we were stationed at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, and I returned home to Pittsburgh to raise our 3 children 

with family support. 

 

When did you start working for St. Paul’s? 

I started working for St. Paul’s Preschool in 1993.  My parents had been visitors at St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church for several Sundays before the plane crash occurred.  This amazing church reached out to us as we 

worked through this tragedy and helped welcome myself and the children when we relocated back to my 

parents’ home.  My oldest child, aged 4, was given a spot in the preschool to try to establish a “normal” routine 

and the Drop-In Child Care opened its arms to all three children (ages 4 years, 3 years and 1 year) while I 

settled all the things that needed to be done in the wake of the crash and worked through devastating grief.  A 

position became available at the preschool a few years later and I was thrilled to be hired!  What an honor it 

was to be able to give back to the program which had helped my children laugh and learn! 

 

How would you describe your role in a few sentences? 

If I tried to describe my role in a few sentences, I would say I am dedicated to providing ALL children an 

opportunity to explore their innate strengths and learning styles.  I hope to open a wonderful, exciting world to 

each child, focusing on individualized instruction and keeping our Christian values as a core to all we do!  

Preschool is a way to ease children into a school setting and to begin fostering a deep love of learning.  It’s a 

special time to build upon a child’s natural curiosity and their sense of initiative and self-esteem.  Since 2000, I 

have often taught Early Childhood Education courses in the evening for the Community College of Allegheny 

County.  This has helped me keep current with all the newest developments in the early childhood field.  I bring 

this information to the preschool staff throughout the year at our staff meetings, as I am also dedicated to 

helping each teacher/teaching assistant become the best professional she/he can be! 

 

What do you enjoy most about your job? 

I absolutely love interacting with the children and families!  I try to visit each classroom daily to just sit with the 

children and engage in conversations!  The preschool staff is so creative and it’s a joy to see all the learning 

activities they have developed for each age group.  I also enjoy writing the curriculum for the program and 

contributing a monthly article for our website.  I think it is important for families to understand why we do what 

we do and that the children are learning a variety of academic skills as they engage in hands-on, concrete play 

experiences. 

 

What things do you like to do in your spare time? 

In my spare time I love to be outside in nature….walking at North Park, riding my bike, gardening or just sitting 

on my deck, drinking a cup of tea and reading a book (while the birds are singing)!  I love to work on jigsaw 

puzzles and spend time being a “grandma” to my 6 grandchildren.  I am a Vegan, so I also love to try new 

recipes from the huge pile of cookbooks I have accumulated over the years!! 



 

  



Tami Weisner 
Director of Youth Ministries 

 

Where are you originally from? 

Coraopolis, PA.  I graduated from Montour High School & Westminster College.  I lived in Colorado from 1996 

to 2003. 

 

When did you start working for St. Paul's? 

Summer 2003 

 

How would you describe your role in a few sentences? 

I am responsible for programming for all 6-12 grade students & families.  This includes weekly programs, 

Confirmation & Workcamp/Mission Trips and Summer camps.  I’ve been at St. Paul’s so long that I also keep 

us connected to our college and young adults as time allows. 

 

What do you enjoy most about your job? 

I love our Confirmation Class & experience because it’s a consistent group of students working and bonding 

together over an extended period of time.  Even though sometimes I dread having to be away, I absolutely love 

Workcamp & Surf City and retreats.  Also my leaders are like family to me and for them I am so grateful. 

 

What things do you like to do in your spare time? 

Right now my #1 is learning how to be mom to Clayton.  We love hiking, camping, and travelling.  I’ll take 

mountains over beaches any day but will never turn down an opportunity to put my toes in the sand with a cold 

beverage in my hand :-).  When we’re home, Saturdays in the Strip District, live music, and outdoor concerts 

and festivals.  I’m looking forward to enjoying these things and new experiences with Clayton. 

 

 


