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oUr PUrPoSe
To make disciples of Jesus Christ.

oUr MiSSion
St. Paul’s is a welcoming broad-based 
community of faith centered in Jesus 
Christ, engaging the spiritual gifts of 
our people and sharing the grace of 
God with all persons. 

oUr viSion

We will be an inclusive, diverse church, 
loving others according to the teachings 
of Jesus and working for justice and 
peace in our world. 

oUr WeLcoMinG StateMent
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
celebrates the sacred worth and value 
of all individuals. We welcome all who 
seek a home in this house of God with 
open hearts, open minds, and open 
doors. We invite people of every age, 
race, ethnicity, economic reality, family 
status, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
diverse ability, or legal status to join us 
on a journey toward full participation 
and service in Christ’s church.
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tHe State oF tHe cHUrcH…

We are used to an annual “State of the Union” 
speech from our nation’s capital each year, an event 
so common it now has its own acronym: SOTU. I 
fi gured it might be appropriate, in this fi rst St. Paul’s 
Epistle of 2019 to offer a “State of the Church” 
message (should we call it the SOTC?). Here goes…

The state of St. Paul’s is strong. It is strong because we have a loving, gracious 
God who calls us into being through God’s Son, Jesus Christ, and because, 
together, we are empowered with the very Spirit of God. We are strong 
because of the generous, gifted people who make up St. Paul’s. When we 
review our “vows of church membership,” including our pledge to support 
the church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness, we are 
reminded that so many of our members actually DO these things! Some 
of you are great prayers, while others are strong payers, whose fi nancial 
generosity helps “fi ll in the gaps” when unexpected expenses make the 
scene (like last year’s “surprise” need to replace the Fellowship Hall 
air-conditioning to the tune of $55,000!). 



The state of the church is strong because of an incredible 
staff! Our Weekday Ministries (Drop-in Childcare, Preschool, 
and Kidz Korner) are directed by experienced, creative 
directors, supported by teachers, supervisors, and aides 
who minister to hundreds of children each week. Our 
administrative staff is amazing! (You wouldn’t be getting this 
Epistle if they weren’t!) Challenged to cover the essential 
tasks of two of our key administrative leaders sidelined by 
illness and an accident, they have done so with excellence 
and grace, only occasionally offering to bite my head 
off, and then only in jest…I think… I am proud to serve 
with a Leadership Team comprised of the two pastors, our 
Administrative Director, Youth Director, Children’s Ministry 
Director, and Worship and Music Director. We have 
struggled together to fi ll even a few of the gaps resulting 
from Faith Geer’s absence necessitated by her treatments 
and recuperation, but we have done our best, with heart, 
and with great resolve. The Leadership Team is most grateful 
for the support of the rest of the staff team, and to Carla 
Porterfi eld who maintains the building schedule, which is 
crazy busy! (This is the only church I’ve served that has 
to use a hotel scheduling program to handle this task!)

The state of the church is strong because of a hard-working 
custodial staff that takes pride in caring for our buildings, 
cleaning up after the constant series of events happening 
here, and working with and supervising the Working 
Partners ministry that provides employment for persons 
with disabilities. 

The state of the church is strong because of YOU! You staff 
our leadership committees from Staff-Parish Relations to 
Finance, to Church Council, and provide effective direction 
and elite guidance for this congregation and its myriad of 
ministries and outreach efforts. You sing in choirs, ring bells, 
play instruments, wail on guitars, and provide sound, light, 
and electronic reinforcement for worship and a great variety 
of special programs. You go 
on summer work camps with our youth, and some of you 
are even “unbalanced” enough to play mud football with 
the teens in that annual grudge match! We have expert 
gardeners and landscaping volunteers who keep our property 
attractive and “green.” You teach, glue, glitter, cut and paste, 
recycle, compost, write letters and sign petitions to bring 
about justice, cook, clean, fold, copy, print, deliver Love 
Baskets, and feed the homeless…I could go on and on!

The state of the church is strong because of a Board of 
Trustees who both make key leadership decisions about 
the stewardship of our properties (including the North Hills 
Community Outreach building) as well as do much of the 
actual repair work and “local engineering” themselves, 
saving us tens of thousands of dollars each year.

The state of the church is strong because we have long been 
a congregation driven not only by our common Christian 
faith, but also by specifi c purpose, mission, and vision 
statements. We purpose to be a church that is intentional 
about what it does, well-planned and not just reactive in our 
ministries, and always listening for where the greatest needs 
are in our congregation and in our communities. Our vision 
compels us to engage in multiple ministries of caring, and 
jail ministry, and missions in Nyadire, half a world away. 
And we truly are a church “working for justice and peace 
in our world!”

So, are there places we still need to be strengthened, church? 
Absolutely! As life transitions have changed the profi le of our 
fi nancial giving, we are challenged to open new avenues 
of fi nancial stewardship. In 2018, our overall offerings 
were $66,000 below budgeted projections, meaning we 
fi nished the year $51,000 “in the red,” compared to the two 
previous years which were on the positive side of the ledger 
by $13,000. And while this doesn’t sound like much out of 
a $1.2 million budget, it is when one realizes that we have 
very few endowments and little reserve funds. 

St. Paul’s has always been stronger when we have lots of 
willing volunteers in all phases of its ministries. With so 
many younger families, whose personal schedules are pretty 
crowded with activities, we often fi nd it hard to “fl esh out” 
many of our programs and efforts with adequate numbers of 
willing workers.

While the overall state of this church is very strong, we do 
have the kind of challenges before us that so many larger 
churches are facing as the world around us is changing, and 
as our members face their own personal trials and changes. 
However, two things shine forth as they always have for St. 
Paul’s—we have a strong, shared faith in Christ Jesus, and we 
love a good challenge! What will the balance of 2019 look 
like for this church, and for the United Methodist Church, 
in general? And what will 2019 look like for you, your faith, 
and your family? While none of us know the ultimate 
answers to these questions, we do know that if we trust in 
God, follow the lead of our heart, and act with passion on 
these things, we will all have a vital, strong “state of the 
union” to celebrate at year’s end! Shalom, Dear Ones!

     Pastor Jeff
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Weekend Worship & Growth Opportunities

Lent 2019 SerieS: reLate 

Part of our guiding vision that we are striving towards at St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church is “loving others according to the teachings of Jesus.“ We invite you to make 
relating to others with the love of Jesus your Lenten focus, discipline, and joy. In our 
Relate worship series, we will explore the love of Jesus through the framework of  
I Corinthians 13. We will supplement each “Love is…” statement with a story from  
Jesus’ life that bears upon what it means to relate to others with the love of God. Our 
ability and our call to love others flow out of the way God first loves us. Each week we 
will celebrate the good news of God’s love for us revealed in the life of Jesus, and we  
will seek to love others as Jesus loves us. 

aSH WeDneSDaY MarcH 6 

Joel 2:12-13

Return to me with all your heart… 
rend your hearts and not your 
clothing… the Lord is gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love….

interactive Family activities and  
Service of ashes & communion  
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall

classic ash Wednesday Services  
12:00 pm and 7:00 pm  
in the Sanctuary

MarcH 9-10

reLate: Love is patient

John 8:1-11

Jesus patiently listens to all the 
complaints against a woman caught 
in adultery, then invites anyone 
without sin to be the first to throw 
a stone at her…

GooD neWS: Jesus is patient with us.

So WHat: Loving like Jesus means 
practicing patience with others.

MarcH 16-17

reLate: Love is kind

Mark 3:1-6

Jesus heals a man with a withered 
hand on the Sabbath…

GooD neWS: Jesus prioritizes 
kindness.

So WHat:  Loving like Jesus 
means prioritizing kindness in our 
relationships with others.

MarcH 23-24

reLate: Love is considerate

(Love is not envious, boastful,  
arrogant, or rude)

Mark 5:1-20

Jesus heals a disturbed man and 
upsets the local economy… 

GooD neWS: Jesus considers 
everyone’s needs.

So WHat: Loving like Jesus means 
considering others’ needs and 
celebrating their blessings as our own.

YoUtH SUnDaY MarcH 30-31

reLate: Love is grateful

(Love is not irritable or resentful)

Matthew 15:32-38

Jesus gives thanks over the very 
small supply of bread and fish he 
has to feed the crowd…

GooD neWS:  With Jesus, there is 
more than enough for everyone.

So WHat: Loving like Jesus means 
giving thanks first. 

aPriL 6-7

reLate: Love is flexible

Love does not insist on its own way

Matthew 15:21-28

Jesus enacts a parable with the 
Canaanite woman…

GooD neWS: Jesus’ love is not 
contained by our expectations.

So WHat: Loving like Jesus means 
keeping an open mind. 
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PaLM SUnDaY aPriL 13-14

reLate: Love rejoices graciously

(Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing 
but rejoices in the truth)

Palm Sunday Narrative: John 12:12-18

Luke 7:36-50= preaching text

Jesus rejoices in a woman’s  
truthful expression of love while 
others fret…

GooD neWS: Jesus chooses  
to celebrate and bring out the 
goodness in us.

So WHat: Loving like Jesus means 
interpreting others’ actions graciously.

MaUnDY tHUrSDaY aPriL 18

Seder Meal & Communion,  
7:00 pm GCDA

GooD FriDaY aPriL 19

reLate: Love bears all things, believes 
all things, endures all things 

Passion Narrative: John 18-19

John 10:11-18 (preaching text)

The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep…

Loving like Jesus means consistently 
refusing victimhood in our 
relationships. 

Good Friday Services 
12:00 pm and 7:00 pm  
in the Sanctuary

eaSter aPriL 20-21

SatUrDaY WorSHiP 
6:00 pm in Wesley Hall

SUnriSe WorSHiP 
6:30 am at Mt. royal cemetery

coMMUnion WorSHiP 
8:15 am in the Sanctuary

cHiLDren & FaMiLY WorSHiP  
9:15 am in the Sanctuary

cLaSSic WorSHiP 
10:30 am in the Sanctuary

reLate: Love never ends

Resurrection Narrative: John 20:1-18

John 21:15-17 (preaching text)

The Risen Jesus renews his relationship 
with Peter…

Loving like Jesus means ongoing 
newness/renewal in our relationships

aSH WeDneSDaY MarcH 6

children/Family interactive Worship 
6:00 pm -  Fellowship Hall

classic ash Wednesday Worship 
12:00 pm and 7:00 pm - Sanctuary

MaUnDY tHUrSDaY aPriL 18

Seder Meal & communion 
7:00 pm - GCDA

GooD FriDaY aPriL 19

Good Friday Worship 
12:00 pm and 7:00 pm  - Sanctuary

eaSter aPriL 20-21

Saturday Worship 
6:00 pm - Wesley Hall

Sunrise Worship 
6:30 am - Mt. Royal Cemetery

Worship with communion 
8:15 am -  Sanctuary

children & Family Worship 
9:15 am -  Sanctuary

classic Worship 
10:30 am  - Sanctuary

SPeciaL Lent, HoLY Week, anD eaSter ServiceS at a GLance:
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Music & Worship Ministries 

All of our singing choirs and instrumental groups warmly 
welcome all who would like to join us as we prepare 
beautiful worship music for Lent and Easter 2019! We 
especially would like to invite extra singers for the Fauré 
REQUIEM on April 7; Palm Sunday on April 14; and Easter 
Sunday on April 21. This would be a fi ne way to commit for 
only one-three weeks and to enjoy fellowship and the joy of 
making music for our Lord! Please contact Tom if you need 
more information or for the music ahead of time.

Children’s choirs will be preparing to lead a Family Easter 
Service at 9:15 am on Easter Sunday, April 21. Grades 
1-5 will also be learning to ring handbells and will be 
participating in services during February and March.
All children are invited to come and join the fun!

cHoir reHearSaL tiMeS

Wednesdays, 6:00 pm Children’s Choirs for 4 year olds through 5th graders 

Wednesdays, 7:00 pm Wesleyan Choir for SRHI and adults 

thursdays, 6:30 pm Chapel Ringers handbell choir for SRHI and adult s  

Sundays, 8:00 am Aldersgate Ensemble (prepare anthems for the 8:30 am service on March 3 and April 7)

LiFeboat PraiSe banD prepares music for our Sunday morning Modern@10:30 services. 
Please contact Craig Slusser (craigslusser@gmail.com) if you are interested in playing or singing with the band.

PianiStS are needed for Saturday@6 and Grace Café@9:30 worship services. 
Please contact Tom (see below) if you are interested in helping with this important ministry.

to Learn More or to FinD oUt HoW YoU can Get invoLveD, PLeaSe contact:

tom taylor (j.thomas.taylor@gmail.com), Director of Music and Worship Ministries

alaine Fink (alainefi nk@hotmail.com), Organist

ann Montgomery (annkmont@aol.com), Director of Grade 3-5 Children’s Choir 

Mary Polley (mpolley@stpaulsumc.com), Director of Ages 4-Kindergarten Children’s Choir

craig Slusser (craigslusser@gmail.com), Lifeboat Praise Band 

MUSic For Lent anD eaSter 2019: to GoD be aLL GLorY anD PraiSe!
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OUR VISION: The Music Ministry 
of St. Paul’s welcomes persons of all 
ages to use their talents and gifts to 

inspire our community of faith to 
worship God, grow in discipleship, 

and reach out to others.

J. tHoMaS taYLor
Director of Music and Worship

412.486.7006 x220
412.417.8283

j.thomas.taylor@gmail.com
www.stpaulsumc.com

aLaine Fink
Organist

alainefi nk@hotmail.com
(cell) 412.606.2292

ann MontGoMerY & MarY PoLLeY 
Children’s Choir Directors 

 annkmont@aol.com
 mpolley@stpaulsumc.com

craiG SLUSSer
Lifeboat Praise Band 

craigslusser@gmail.com

GoSPeL MaSS: Sunday, March 3

The Wesleyan Choir will feature selections from Robert Ray’s 
“Gospel Mass” at the Classic@10:30 service on Sunday, 
March 3. This exciting work features upbeat gospel settings 
and will be accompanied by a jazz ensemble.

reQUieM: Sunday, april 7

REQUIEM by Gabriel Fauré will be featured at the 
Classic@10:30 service on Sunday, April 7.

This beautiful work will inspire and uplift you with its 
beautiful melodies and message of God’s gift of eternal life 
through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The Wesleyan 
Choir and Aldersgate Ensemble will be accompanied by a 
small orchestra and organ.

nortH HiLLS HanDbeLL FeStivaL: Saturday, april 27

This annual handbell festival will once again be held here 
at St. Paul’s UMC in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, April 27. 
Ringers from 10-14 handbell choirs will work with Douglas 
Benton, a well-known conductor and composer, to learn 
and polish wonderful handbell music. The 4:00 pm concert 
is open to the public for a suggested $5 offering. Come hear 
our Chapel Ringers ring in perfect harmony with a hundred 
of their “best friend” ringers!

UPcoMinG MUSicaL eventS
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Children’s Ministries
GeneraL eMerGencY inForMation For cHiLDren

Every child attending St. Paul’s for Sunday Morning Classes, 
Children’s Church, KG3, and Children’s Choirs should 
register emergency information. Please register your child 
at www.stpaulsumc.com using the 2019-2020 Children’s 
Emergency Information Registration. Each year emergency 
information should be updated. Register your child’s 
emergency information today!

SaFe SanctUarY

St. Paul’s follows the guidelines of Safe Sanctuary practices 
that have been set forth by the Western Pennsylvania 
Conference of the United Methodist Church and according to 
the state law of Pennsylvania. All adults planning to volunteer 
with children and/or youth need to apply for Act 33/34 
Clearances and then attend a 1 hour Safe Sanctuary Training 

Class before starting to volunteer. Volunteers working with 
children are Mandated Reporters. For adults who have 
lived outside Pennsylvania at any time in the previous 10 
years, FBI Fingerprinting is required as well. Volunteers who 
have already received Act 33/34 Clearances and/or FBI 
Fingerprints can bring in the original clearances and have 
them copied for St. Paul’s files. Safe Sanctuary Training is still 
required. Act 33/34 Clearances are valid for 5 years.

Safe Sanctuary Training is required to keep the children and 
youth attending ministry and programming at St. Paul’s as 
safe as possible while being led by trained, knowledgeable 
volunteers. If you have not yet applied for Act 33/34 
Clearances but would like to or think in the future you 
may want to volunteer or participate with children or 
youth, please contact Erin Soza. Likewise, if you need Safe 
Sanctuary training including Mandated Reporter training, 
please contact Erin Soza, esoza@stpaulsumc.com 

FaMiLY FirSt niGHt

The Children’s Ministries makes effort 
to support Mission and Outreach 
intentionally during Family First 
Nights. Parents and children attend 
Family First Night together, usually 
on the first Wednesday of the month 
from 6:00 - 7:00 pm. Families with 
children of all ages are welcome to 
participate. We always have a staffed 
Nursery available for young children 
and toddlers. Occasionally we deviate 
from the schedule and have a weekend 
Mission Project or Field trip. From time 
to time we also learn about church 
traditions and sacraments then put 
those into practice! Some of the most 
recent missions have included making 
Valentine’s for love baskets, packing 
cleaning buckets, visiting the Greater 
Pittsburgh Food Bank, collecting food 
for North Hills Community Outreach, 
and packaging food that was sent to  
victims of the of the California fires.

aSH WeDneSDaY                   
FaMiLY FirSt niGHt

March 6, 6:00 - 7:00 pm

Families are invited to meet in 
Fellowship Hall (gym) at 6:00 pm. 
We will learn about Ash Wednesday 
and prepare our hearts for the season 
of Lent. There will be several prayer 
stations. Children and families will have 
a chance to burn palms and learn about 
Communion, Ash Wednesday, Lent, 
and Easter. The evening will end with 
a short Communion service as well as 
imposition of ashes. Our Lifeboat Praise 
Band will also offer music during this 
time. The evening will conclude on  
or before 7:00 pm. 

aPriL FaMiLY FirSt niGHt 

april 3, 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
noMic easter egg extravaganza        
egg Filling

Each year NoMIC (No mission 
Impossible Club comprised of 3rd-5th 
graders) hosts a community Easter 
Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, otherwise 
known as the Easter Eggstravaganza. 
We usually give away over 1,000 eggs, 
and that’s a lot of eggs! So, we’ll help 
NoMIC prepare and have enough eggs 
to share with all the many children who 
will attend the Easter Egg Hunt. Join us 
on the assembly line of eggs and say a 
prayer for all those who will attend the 
Easter Egg Hunt.

Come and join the NoMIC kids as they host their annual 
Spring Social. This year, we will be celebrating St. Patrick’s 
Day. The social will be held on March 17, on St. Patrick’s 
Day! Put on your green and come join us for a luncheon 
followed by fellowship, activities, and a few choruses of 

some good old Irish songs. Drop by George Crooks Dining 
Area after worship. The event will run until 2:00 pm. If you 
can, please sign up on our sheet in the Communication 
Center and let us know that you are coming. We are looking 
forward to seeing you at the NoMIC St. Patrick’s Day Social!

noMic St. Patrick'S DaY SociaL
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kG3 SUMMer

July 15, 16, & 17 (3 days) for ages 4 
years-old through entering 5th grade 
from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

KG3 Summer is the newest Children’s 
Ministry! We are combining all the 
best of ministry from the calendar year, 
Kids Grow and Go with God (KG3), 
into three days of fun that will replace 
Vacation Bible School. The theme for 
KG3 Summer will be To Space and 
Beyond: Explore Where God’s Power 
Can Take You. Online registration will 
be available by March 1. Register on  
the Children’s Ministry page at  
www.stpaulsumc.com.

On Thursday, July 18, beginning at 
5:00 pm St. Paul’s will be hosting 
a Neighborhood Food Truck Rally. 
Families are invited to come enjoy 
food, music, games, and fellowship. 
If your family would like more 
information about St. Paul’s we’d love 
to give you a tour of the church and 
share more information about KG3, 
Children’s Choirs, Children’s Church, 
Sunday Morning Classes, and answer 
any questions you might have about 
any of the various ministries that 
happen at St. Paul’s. 

cat caMP

June 17-25 (5 days)

Session 1: for ages entering 
kindergarten through entering  
6th grade from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Session 2: for ages entering 2nd grade 
through entering 6th grade from  
12:00 - 2:00 pm

CAT Camp is a Christian-based  
Creative Arts Camp incorporating 
the visual and performance arts. 
The children attending CAT Camp 
will enjoy the week learning about 
God, building character, and sharing 
kindness while creating art. During the 
week the children also rehearse for a 
musical. The week will end with the 
musical Let’s Pass It On. Family and 
friends are welcome and invited to 
attend the art gallery and mini-musical 
at 1:00 pm Friday afternoon.

kG3 SUMMer anD cat caMP 
neeD voLUnteerS!

Volunteers are needed to support CAT 
Camp and KG3 Summer. One day or 
even a few hours can help to create an 
amazing dynamic ministry for children. 
If time or prior obligation prevents you 
from volunteering, please keep the 
many children and volunteers in your 
prayers. If you are able to share your 
time and talents, we especially need 
help in leading children in different 
age classes, science class leaders, 
recreation leaders, snack organizers, 
craft leaders, art teachers, musical 

instructors, and choreographers. 
No specific talent is needed, just a 
love of children and a willing heart. 
Curriculum and materials are all 
provided. Please contact Erin Soza if 
you would like to volunteer or have 
questions about volunteering. You  
can also sign up to volunteer  
on the Children’s Ministry page  
at www.stpaulsumc.com.

All volunteers planning to help with 
CAT Camp and or KG3 Summer must 
attend a general training. This training 
will also update your Safe Sanctuary 
training. If the following dates do not 
coordinate with your schedule, please 
contact Erin Soza to schedule a more 
convenient time. 

cat caMP & kG3 SUMMer 
traininG DateS

Please sign-up online for the specific 
training date you plan to attend. 

cat camp volunteer training Dates 

June 4 6:30-7:30 pm  
new Horizons room

June 12 6:30-7:30 pm  
new Horizons room

kG3 Summer volunteer training Dates

July 9 6:30-7:30 pm  
new Horizons room

July 11 6:30-7:30 pm  
Disciples room

Among the many options for Easter Worship, children and families have a chance 
to take part in the 9:15 am Easter Family Worship. During this time, children will 
present the mini-musical Son Rise. Rehearsals for children who would like to 
participate in leading worship by being a part of Son Rise will begin in March. 
All children ages 4 through 5th grade are welcome to attend KG3 on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00 - 7:00 pm to rehearse and prepare to help lead worship on 
Easter morning. 

Families can plan to attend this short service of praise and worship, and hear the 
story of Easter from the voice of children in a unique and inspiring way. 

eaSter WorSHiP
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Children’s Ministries

MiniStrieS anD onLine reGiStration

It’s time to start planning for summer. There are many 
ways for children to participate in the Children’s Ministries 
at St. Paul’s over the summer. There are also many 
opportunities for adults and teens to volunteer this summer. 
Go to www.stpaulsumc.com. Click on Our Ministries, then 
Children’s Ministries for Summer Registrations. Of course 
we are always seeking prayers of support as well.

Many of the Summer Ministries will reach full capacity 
before the deadline cut off, in which case children will 
be placed on a wait list. Register early to be sure space 
is available. If you are having trouble registering online, 
please contact Carla Porterfi eld for assistance, 
cporterfi eld@stpaulsumc.com 

Online registration for all the various Children’s Summer 
Ministries should be available on or before March 1. This 
includes registrations for CAT Camp, KG3 Summer, Preschool 
Summer Camps, Kidz Venture All Day Summer Camp, and 
St. Paul’s Drop-In Child Care. For more information or to 
access these registrations, please go to www.stpaulsumc.com 
Children’s Ministries>Summer Ministries.

SUnDaY MorninG cLaSSeS enD For tHe SUMMer

May 19 is the last day Sunday Morning Classes meet until 
fall. We extend a special thank you to all those who led and 
assisted in the teaching of Sunday Morning Classes this year. 
Enjoy your summer! September will be here in no time. 
Volunteers are needed in the fall to help lead classes for 
children ages 3 years through 5th graders. A full curriculum 
and all supplies and materials are provided. Volunteers 
always lead with another adult. Please contact Erin Soza if 
you are interested in volunteering 
for Sunday Morning Classes.

cHiLDren’S cHUrcH anD nUrSerY 
DUrinG tHe SUMMer

Even though Sunday Morning Classes end May 19, 
Children’s Church is offered throughout the summer during 
9:30 am and 10:30 am worship times. Children’s Church will 
not be offered at 8:30 am, but the Nursery is available for 
infants thru 4-year-olds during all Sunday morning worship 
times in the summer. Children attending Children’s Church at 
9:30 am should be dropped off at the New Covenant Room 
before families proceed to Chapel in the Woods. Children 
are not dismissed from Chapel in the Woods for Children’s 
Church. However, at 10:30 am children will be dismissed 
from the Sanctuary for Children’s Church after the Children’s 
Message. Children can be picked up upstairs in the New 
Covenant Room after church services end. 

St. PaUL’S PreScHooL/cHiLD 
care cLotHinG SWaP

 The Preschool/Child Care programs 
are scheduling several “Clothing 
Swap” days for families! 

Please bring clothes your child has outgrown on the dates 
listed below. You will be directed to a room we will be using 
the entire day for this event. The clothing should be gently 
worn and in good condition. There will be separate sized 
bins for you to place the clothes you are donating. 

Families are invited to come and pick up gently used clothes 
in the sizes they need for their children. 

Please consider donating plastic bags for families to use to 
carry home their clothing choices.

Dates: March 11, april 8, and May 13

room: Disciples room (upstairs)

time: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

clothing Sizes needed: infants through child’s Size 6

At the end of the day, the extra clothes will be donated. We 
cannot store extra clothing in the facility, and clothing can 
only be brought the day of each event.

Remember that this is a community service to benefi t 
families whose children need new clothing and who have 
limited incomes. Having this clothing swap gives everyone a 
chance to help others. This is not a resale event. All clothing 
contributed will be considered a donation.
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erin Soza
Director of Children’s Ministries

412.486.7006 x217
esoza@stpaulsumc.com

www.stpaulsumc.com

DateS to reMeMber

March 1  online registration for children’s Summer Ministries available

March 6 Family First night: ash Wednesday burning of ashes, Stations, and communion  
 and ash imposition Service, 6:00 - 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall

april 3 Family First night: egg Packing for noMic easter egg extravaganza, 6:00 - 7:00 pm

april 21  easter Worship, Son Rise, led by children, 9:15 am in the Sanctuary

May 19 Last Day of Sunday Morning classes, 9:15 am

 Discover St. Paul's class for those interested in joining St. Paul’s, 4:00-7:00 pm in GcDa

June 17-21 creative arts and things (cat) camp

July 15, 16, 17  kids Grow and Go with God (kG3) Summer (this new ministry will replace vbS)

July 18 Food truck rally and St. Paul’s open House, 5:00 - 8:00 pm

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement: St. Paul’s Children’s Ministry calls, equips, and deploys adults with a passion for 
Children’s ministries to connect with children in diverse situations, nurturing the spirit within children so that the awareness  

of God in their lives will lead them to faithful service as disciples of Jesus Christ.
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Youth Ministry & Mission
YoUtH SUnDaY

March 31

Youth Sunday is the perfect time to 
show our congregation what amazing 
teenagers we have at St. Paul’s UMC.

Come to the Sanctuary and be prepared 
to be wowed by this incredible group 
of students at the 8:30 am & 10:30 am 
services; both will be led by our youth!

conFirMation SUnDaY

april 28 at 10:30 am

Before long, we will be wrapping up 
another year of Confi rmation. 
Please join with me in celebrating 
the Confi rmation Class of 2019. It 
is my prayer that their faith has been 
challenged, and my hope that they 
will still have questions and continue 
to seek out the answers as they grow 
within our family of faith at St. Paul’s 
UMC. Please mark you calendars and 
join us in celebration of this incredible 
class.

SrHi WorkcaMP 
(FiniSHinG GraDeS 8-12) 

June 16 – 22 (Locations: TBD – aSaP!)

We will travel somewhere in the US 
to use our talents, skills, and energy to 
reach out to others through Christian 
service and live out a passion for God, 
in the context of “putting our faith into 
action.” We will have the opportunity 
to minister in areas where disaster 
has devasted neighborhoods, closed 
businesses and industries have left 
people with little means to provide 
for their families. We will be on the 
forefront of serving the poor, elderly 
and/or underprivileged. Home repair 
and renovation will be a large part 
of our mission, but the relationships 
formed with the people living in these 

homes are what we will remember 
forever. If you are currently in 
8th grade or older and would like to 
be a part of this summer’s Workcamp 
team, please contact Tami at 
tweisner@stpaulsumc.com.

internationaL MiSSion triP 
“Haiti:H2o”
(SrHi + YoUnG aDULt)

July 9 - 18

We will participate in a strategic model 
that promotes grassroots leadership 
and empowerment of people from 
the poorest, most forgotten areas of 
Haiti. Our work projects may include 
a medical clinic, with possible home 
visits to aid families in need of care, 
as well as assisting in work projects 
like building compost toilets, schools, 
churches, clean water systems, 
community gardens, and bread ovens. 
Our projects are decided upon and 
organized by the local leadership, a 
United Methodist Haitian pastor in 
consultation with the Haiti:H2O staff.

training Dates: tbD There will be a 
series of 5 Training Sessions before we 
board the plane for Plain Matin, Haiti. 

MiDHi baSecaMP 
(enterinG 6 - 7 GraDeS)

July 15 - 18

Vacation Bible School for MIDHI looks 
a bit different than what you would 
expect from your years as a student 
at St. Paul’s summer VBS. Students 

entering into 6-7 grades are invited 
to embark on a journey in the great 
outdoors. From my experience, I found 
there is no better way to experience 
God than through the beauty and 
purity of nature. So our MIDHI students 
will breathe in some fresh air and 
discover themselves discovering God 
through kayaking, hiking, Go Ape, and 
more. These high adventure activities 
are paralleled with elements of high 
adventure faith. Basecamp is certainly 
not a week to be missed.

Cost: $75 – Find your registration forms 
online at www.stpaulsumc.com 

Register early because space is limited!

SUrF citY 
(FiniSHinG GraDeS 6-8)

august 4 – 9

Each summer, Surf City offers 1,000 
middle school students the opportunity 
to get out of the city, make new 
friends, swim, wave run, tube, climb 
sand dunes, enjoy a really big lake, 
and most importantly, examine faith 
in Jesus Christ. These are high-energy 
experiences at Grace Adventures 
Camp in Mears, Michigan. Thousands 
of kids from across the country have 
experienced the most signifi cant week 
of their lives at Surf City. 

interested in traveling with our teams? 
Sign up today!

contact tami at 412-486-7006 
tweisner@stpaulsumc.com

Space is limited on both trips, so don’t 
wait to sign up!
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YoUtH FUnDraiSinG eFFortS are in FULL SWinG…

tHank YoU For SUPPortinG St. PaUL'S YoUtH MiniStrY

PaSta Dinner
MarcH 7, 5:00 – 7:00 pm

Penne pasta with your choice of sauce…

+gluten free pasta available upon request

salad, bread, & homemade dessert

$10 adults + $5 kids(5-12) & Free (4 & under)
tickets will be available online & following worship services.

The March Mad Dash is for everyone of all ages! We need runners & walkers, “cheerleaders”, 
sponsors, soup servers, water station workers, registration takers, etc. etc. etc. Anyone can 
help, so please sign up using the link below! Most importantly, spread the word, tell your 
friends and encourage them to sign up at www.marchmaddash.org!

Sponsorship: If your organization or someone you know would be interested in financially 
supporting the March Mad Dash through sponsorship, please reach out to Tami Weisner at 

412-486-7006 / 412-760-9989 / tweisner@stpaulsumc.com for more information.

SatUrDaY, MarcH 9 | nortH Park boatHoUSe

10 Mile, 5 Mile & 5k

taMi D. WeiSner
Director of Youth Ministries

412.486.7006 x230
412.760.9989

tweisner@stpaulsumc.com
www.stpaulsumc.com

Sign up to run or Walk 

www.marchmaddash.org

Volunteer for Race Day! We need lots of help on Race Day!  

Please Contact Lora Venturella at lventurella14@gmail.com.
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Adult Ministries

By the time you 
receive this Epistle 
issue, the specially 
called General 
Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church will have 
met in St. Louis 

hoping to discern a way forward as a 
denomination in the midst of diverse 
opinions regarding human sexuality. 

We recognize that there are lingering 
anxieties and feelings from the process 
St. Paul’s UMC went through several 
years ago in deciding to adopt our 
Welcoming Statement and deciding 
not to join the Reconciling Ministries 
Network. Perhaps those local church 
anxieties and feelings are resurfacing 
for you in the unfolding of the General 
Conference. Perhaps the unsettledness 
we are experiencing as a denomination 
is generating new anxiety and feelings 
in you (for even if as you read this, 
the General Conference has not taken 
any action, we will still be unsettled 
for a time as a denomination). We just 
completed a preaching series on the 
scriptural message “Do not be afraid.” 
Now is the time to put that message 
into action, put our faith to work, and 
trust God is with us to help us, guide 

us, comfort us, and call us, even as we 
walk through anxieties and emotions. 
The Lord is our Good Shepherd in this 
season and always. 

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 
presented an informational session 
on a Way Forward here at St. Paul’s 
before the General Conference, 
and she blessed us with her 
perspective. Bishop Moore-Koikoi 
affi rmed that there are good, faithful, 
Bible-believing, compassionate United 
Methodists who have wrestled with 
issues of human sexuality and come 
to different conclusions and opinions. 
Her interpretation of this phenomenon 
was that God has not fully revealed 
God’s truth about human sexuality 
to God’s whole church yet. Bishop 
Moore-Koikoi urged us to pray for the 
delegates and assured us that even if 
the delegates were to make the wrong 
decision(s) in the sight of God, God 
would still be with God’s church. That 
is worth repeating. God will still be 
with God’s church. I would remind us, 
too, of what Paul wrote to the Roman 
Christians, “I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation [no 

legislation, action, or inaction of the 
General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church], will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38 
NRSV, expanded). 

Your pastoral team is committed 
to communicating the actions (or 
non-actions) of the General Conference 
to St. Paul’s congregation, interpreting 
what they mean for us as a local 
church, and hearing your concerns. 
We will share information as we 
receive it and understand it, and our 
doors are always open to you. We are 
grateful for the blessings and challenges 
of serving God with a broad-based 
community whose ministries witness 
to the everlasting love of Jesus Christ, 
and seek to share the love of God with 
all persons.

a WaY ForWarD: Do not be aFraiD
Letter from Pastor Karen
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ReLaTe tHroUGH LiFeGroUP MiniStrY

We are inviting St. Paul’s congregation to make relating to 
others with the love of Jesus our Lenten focus, discipline, 
and joy. Joining a LifeGroup would be a great way to 
respond to this invitation! We are continuing to learn what 
makes LifeGroups tick here at St. Paul’s, and the Leadership 
Team has a hunch that having a shared common interest is 
a key factor in the growth and bonding of our Wednesday 
evening (KG3 Parents) LifeGroup and our Sunday morning 
(Parents) Lifegroup. We are hoping to help ignite some new 
LifeGroups… perhaps a LifeGroup for people in their 20’s 
and 30’s, or for sports fans, or for runners, or for caregivers, 
or dog lovers, or people with chronic health conditions? 
Possibilities abound! If this is sparking an idea or interest  
for you, contact Pastor Karen and we will help gather a  
group together. Wondering what LifeGroups do? They  
meet weekly and are provided with a short devotional  
based on the previous weekend’s sermon, some conversation 
questions, and a prayer. They are a great way to develop 
friendships and a sense of belonging, and to experience  
the love of God together. 

ReLaTe tHroUGH SUnDaY MorninG cLaSSeS  
anD PaStorS’ bibLe StUDieS

We offer a wide range of Sunday Morning Classes and  
Bible Studies at St. Paul’s. Come grow spiritually with  
us, and enjoy the bonus gift of Christian friendship and 
community along the way! Sunday Morning Classes meet  
at 9:15- check the bulletin board across from Tami’s office  
for topics & locations. 

Pastor Jeff’s Bible study meets at 9 am and 7:30 pm 
Wednesdays with Disciple Lite curriculum. Pastor Karen’s 
Bible study meets at 9 am Wednesdays and is currently 
reading One Blood: Parting Words to the Church on Race 
and Love by John Perkins. Pastor Karen’s St. Barnabas Bible 
Study meets on the first and third Wednesday, 2:00 pm  
at the Retirement Village to study Questions God Asks by  
Dale and Sandy Larsen. 

Our Stephen Ministers are matched with individuals who 
are going through a challenging season in life, to visit on a 
weekly basis. Stephen Ministers are good listeners with a 
spiritual gift of compassion, who receive training to become 
even better listeners and spiritual friends. Our Stephen 
Ministry Team gathers monthly for confidential supervision 
in our caring relationships. We’re a few years into Stephen 
Ministry here at St. Paul’s, and we have discovered some 
beautiful blessings along the way. We’ve come to enjoy the 
small-group dynamic of support that has developed among 

our Stephen Ministers. We have been amazed to see the 
great difference it makes to both the Care Receiver and the 
Stephen Minister to make this weekly connection with each 
other, motivated by the love of Christ. We have been relieved 
to discover ways to streamline our training for efficiency 
and effectiveness. All eleven of our Stephen Ministers are 
currently matched with Care Receivers, and we would like to 
expand our team. If you are feeling a nudge towards serving 
as a Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Karen or our 
Stephen Leader, Pat Cook.

StePHen MiniStrY traininG
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Adult Ministries

At January’s Church Council meeting, 
our church’s elected leaders reviewed 
the fi nal report on our 2018 fi nances. 
There were several things to celebrate. 
Our “loose offerings” (the actual cash 
people put in the offering plate) were 
almost $5,000 over our budgeted goal. 
Our total expenses to run the church 
and its ministries were under budget 
by over $50,000. A couple of our 
“non-offering” revenue sources were 
over budgeted estimates by almost 
$40,000. And we paid our full Mission 
Share (our “fair share”) of $122,402 to 
the general church to support our local, 
regional, and global ministries of the 
United Methodist Church. 

That all sounds pretty good, but now 
for the less than good news: Our 
2018 budget was set conservatively, 
and passed with a defi cit, or what we 
often call a “faith factor” included. 
Our “envelope” giving, or the general 
offerings of the church (including 
special mission share, Christmas and 
Easter offerings) were $66,000 under 
budget, and $87,000 less than 2017 
totals. All told, we ended the year with 
a defi cit of just under $52,000, after 
having had two consecutive years of 
$13,000 surpluses. 

The Finance Team is studying creative 
ways of getting to a balanced budget, 
as St. Paul’s is a church with limited 

surplus funds! Our $1.2 million budget 
relies heavily on several key revenue 
sources, the most important being 
the tithes, offerings, and gifts of our 
members. What can you do to help 
us? Pray for wisdom for the Finance 
Team and our staff, as we are working 
to complete the budget, which is 
approved by the Church Council at its 
March meeting, and goes into effect 
April 1. Pray for our church staff, too, 
as they will most likely be asked to do 
more with less, in the way of program 
and material resources.

How else can you help? Obviously, 
by generously giving of your fi nancial 
resources to help us close the gap, 
and by seeking creative ways to give, 
such as through stock gifts, gifts from 
required withdrawals from IRAs, and so 
forth. take the Starbucks™ challenge! 
If every person attending St. Paul’s 
each week were to give the cost of one 
Starbucks tall latte extra per week, 
we would exceed our budgetary goals 
in 2019!

Here’s another thought: The new Tax 
Cut and Job Act of 2017 increased 
the standard deduction to $12,000 
for individuals, $24,000 for families, 
meaning that for many folk, itemizing 
(and therefore taking advantage of 
tax-deductible giving) is now out of the 
question. While we’re not sure this was 

a factor in our drop in church giving in 
2018, some have begun to creatively 
address this by “bundling” their 
charitable giving (which you can read 
about at sites like forbes.com). 

Even as the needs of our members 
and the society in which we minister 
are changing, so are the challenges 
to church fi nancing. There are two 
important parallels we wish to point 
out, though. We offer our mission, 
ministry, and outreach based upon 
what we believe God is calling us 
to do as a church, and we believe 
our decisions about giving by God’s 
people are also spiritual decisions, and 
part of our faith walk, and not merely 
fi nancial ones. Mr. Wesley, the founder 
of Methodism, always said: “Make all 
you can” (be fruitful, productive, and 
generate wealth), “Save all you can” (be 
frugal and choose to live more simply 
vs. extravagantly), and “Give all you 
can” (be generous with time, talents, 
and treasures). This formula leads to 
a great life, a healthy retirement, and 
a vital church! All of your St. Paul’s 
leadership—pastors, staff, and elected 
leaders from among our members—
thank you for your generosity, your 
prayers, and your resolve to work with 
us to keep St. Paul’s a growing, vital 
community of faith!

tHe SteW on SteWarDSHiP—SPeciaL eDition
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DiScover St. PaUL’S MaY 19

We are delighted to see new faces 
and have new friends joining us! Our 
next Discover St. Paul’s Class will 
be Sunday, May 19, from 4:00-7:00 
pm. Come learn about St. Paul’s, the 
United Methodist Church, and how 
you can get involved! 

DiSciPLeSHiP covenant

We are blessed to be on a journey 
of discipleship in community with 
one another! We grow in discipleship 
through our commitment to worship, 
study/spiritual formation, and service, 
and encourage everyone to covenant 
time in each of these areas each week. 
This Epistle issue is packed full of ways 
to engage those discipleship elements. 
Not sure where to begin? Talk to 
anyone on the Leadership Team. We 
will be glad to help you connect!

Get tHe St. PaUL’S aPP!

Do you use a smart phone or a tablet 
like an iPad? Why not download the 
St. Paul’s App to your device? The App 
gives you access to event registration, 
general information about all of the 
programs and ministries of St. Paul’s, 
Pastor Jeff’s blog, recordings of weekly 
sermons and access to any of the 
videos we have produced over the 
past few years. There’s even an online 
Bible! Best of all, the App is FRee!

When you set up the App, make sure 
you allow notices, as we use this as 
an emergency link to send out weather 
cancellations or selected important 
announcements. Also, you may easily 

set the App up as a giving portal, 
linking your bank account or credit 
card. It is a highly secure program, 
and yet makes giving, especially to 
special offerings or appeals, quite easy.

If you have an Apple iOS device, 
simply go to the App Store and search 
for “St. Paul’s PA”. Use the same name 
to search at the Google Android App 
site as well. Or, an even easier way is 
to use your smart device and code 
reader on the QR code below. Get 
the App now!

St. Paul’s App QR code:

ST. PAULS
United Methodist Church

• completing the maintenance   
 necessary for compliance with   
 Preschool and Child Care 
 requirements,

• replacing two air conditioners   
 in the CLC and additional air   
 conditioner repairs, 

• installing polyurethane sheeting 
 in restrooms and repairing 
 ceiling tiles,

• cleaning debris from the roof 
 and additional roof repair,

• putting a new edge on 
 patio behind George Crooks 
 Dining Area, 

• removing dead trees from 
 the church grounds,

• installing hose reels,

• patching concrete on the 
 CLC steps,

• various updates to lighting, 
 switches and outlets, 

• addressing maintenance needs 
 of the NHCO building and 
 parking lot,

• repairing water damage caused 
 by a frozen sprinkler system   
 and broken water line, including  
 fi xing damaged fi nishes and
 ceilings, and insulating and   
 applying heat tape to prevent 
 future freezes.

The Garden Team has continued to 
take excellent care of the many 
planting beds around the church 
grounds, so the church exterior looks 
beautiful and welcoming.

Thank you to everyone who came 
out for the September 2018 Work Day. 
Much was accomplished.

Check the weekly Epistle II for 
information on the 2019 Spring 
Clean Up Day scheduled for April 13. 
Meet at the church at 8:30 am, and 
stay as long as you like.

noteS FroM tHe cHUrcH trUSteeS

The Trustees of St. Paul's, in cooperation with church volunteers and contractors, have been involved with projects
big and small. Some of the many improvements have included: 
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interFaitH book StUDY 
Sponsored by Working for Justice

Interfaith Book Study on Waking Up White, and Finding 
Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving

“Waking Up White is the book I wish someone had handed 
me decades ago. My hope is that by sharing my sometimes 
cringe-worthy struggle to understand racism and racial 
tensions, I offer a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, 
manners, and tolerance. As I unpack my own long-held 
beliefs about color blindness, being a good person, and 
wanting to help people of color, I reveal how each of 
these well-intentioned mindsets actually perpetuated my 
ill-conceived ideas about race. I also explain why and how 
I’ve changed the way I talk about racism, work in racially 
mixed groups, and understand the racial justice movement as 
a whole. Exercises at the end of each chapter prompt readers 
to explore their own racialized ideas. Waking Up White's 
personal narrative is designed to work well as a rapid read, 
a book group book, or support reading for courses exploring 
racial and cultural issues.” – Debby Irving

“Waking Up White is a wake-up call for white people 
who want to consciously contribute to racial justice rather 
than unconsciously perpetuate patterns of racism. With 
honesty and humility, Debby Irving shares her own story 
of transformation—a journey of opening herself to learning 
about the realities of racism and the unintended impacts of 
white privilege. By confronting her own fears and mistakes, 
she gleans many useful lessons and tips that can help 
move others from confusion and avoidance to constructive 
engagement, authentic connection and courageous action.” 
– Terry Keleher, Thought Leadership and Practice Specialist, 
Race Forward

Sign up at St. Paul’s or contact Jeanne DiMonte  
(jwdimonte@gmail.com) or Susy Monroe  
(monroe.susan@gmail.com) to indicate your interest.

      MarcH 11 – aPriL 8

 • Introductory meeting on  
  Monday, March 11 
  at 7:00 pm

 • Month to read the book

 • Weekly emails

 • Book discussion on 
   Monday, april 8 
  at 7:00 pm

UMW SPrinG GeneraL MeetinG

St. Paul’s United Methodist Women will be having our annual Spring General Meeting on Saturday, March 30 from 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm. We are very excited to have Laurel Wolford, a Deborah circle member, present a slide show 
presentation of her trip to the Holy Lands. Laurel will show her amazing photos and share all about her experiences 
from this once in a lifetime trip to caseara, capernaum, nazareth, bethlehem, and Jerusalem. all are welcome! a 
continental breakfast will be provided. if you plan to come, please sign up in the communication center in Wesley Hall.
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St. PaUL’S GarDen teaM

Thou hast fixed all the bounds of the earth; Thou hast 
made summer and winter.

Psalm 74:17

Winter is Sabbath for the pea patch and the pea picker alike 
-- a resting time. Gardens need time to be dormant. Like 
people, they cannot keep producing without time to regroup, 
replenish, and ready themselves for the next push to bear 
fruit. In the fall the land is cleared of weeds and vegetation, 
the pH is checked, and lime added as necessary. Compost, 
manure, or peat is dug into the soil to increase its organic 
content. The snow comes to gradually leach moisture down 
into the humus and lime to blend it into a growing medium 
that vegetables in particular adore. The gardener, too, needs 
rest from all the hoeing, weeding, planting, and picking. 
Winters are given to us so that we can adjust to the changes 
we have come to expect, and to bring us hope of blossoms 
and growth and green again. There are reasons for the 
methodical progression of seasons. We need fresh starts and 
new opportunities. 

“Actually it is only in rest that we escape for a time the winter 
winds that seek to chill our summer times.” Excerpts taken 
from Learning to Speak Zucchini by Robert H. Pope

As the Garden Team prepares for  
spring, we invite you to join us in Spring, Summer, or Fall on 
Friday mornings – 9:00 am to noon – to help weed, plant, 
trim, or tidy up our beautiful planting beds. You do not  
need any experience; we will teach you. You do not need to 
be a member of the Garden Team. Come join us! We really 
do have a good time keeping our grounds beautiful and 
could use your help.

traiL reStoration ProJect to Move ForWarD 
tHiS SPrinG

The St. Paul’s Trustee committee has approved a project 
to restore and rebuild the trails and paths in the St. Paul’s 
wooded property. This would include several tasks: cleaning 
the water ponds and streams of debris and junk materials, 
eradicating invasive plants along the trails including poison 
ivy, developing a trail blazing plan, building and placing 
benches along the route, and placing identification markers 
at trees, flowers, and other natural sites. The Audubon Society 
of Western PA is certifying nature habitats that practice good 
environmental management. Our woods and ponds are a 
“natural” for this. ASWP would examine and recommend 
ways to make our woods area more wildlife friendly. Our 
work would include following the recommendations 
of the nature group which most of us know through the 
environmental work at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve 
on Dorseyville Road. We would be improving our natural 
area and be able to affirm to others and ourselves that our 
woodlands are a “certified backyard habitat.”

Bill Sadler has agreed to chair our trail restoration group.  
If you have an interest in being a part of this project, please 
contact Bill at 330-581-4180 or bill.sadler6609@gmail.com.  
It will take a whole church village to do this project well.

Save tHe DateS:  
St. PaUL’S UMc 2019 YarD SaLe

Saturday, May 25 
Set up 8:00 am, trucks go out for pickups 
Collections 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sunday, May 26 
Collections 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Memorial Day, May 27 
Collections 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

tuesday, May 28 thru thursday, May 30 
Collections 9:00 am - 7:30 pm

Friday, May 31 
Friends and Family Sale  
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Saturday, June 1 
Public Yard Sale 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
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Adult Ministries

I just got a new mailing from Waste Management (WM). At 
first look it seemed like the usual annual mail,  
but then I looked at the details. We have to make adjustments 
in our recycling practices. 

Here’s some of what I noted. Your waste hauler may have 
different details, check them out. Also see below for recycling 
news from Hampton.

• Glass containers are not included!

• Plastic bottles will now include only numbers 1 and 2,  
 and 3-4-5-6-7 are no longer accepted. 

I also noted that WM has an AtYourDoor service to 
collect antifreeze, batteries, brake fluid, motor oil 
and filters, fuels, garden chemicals, paint products, 
household cleaners, electronics, mercury containing 
items like batteries, fluorescents, and thermometers.                                             
Visit http://www.wmatyourdoor.com for details.

We all will need to watch for updates! This was posted on 
January 31, 2019 (www.hampton-pa.org).

Hampton is in the middle of a multi-
year contract (new rates each year). 
Any changes to this contract, including 
recycling, are subject to change only 
through mutual consent of both parties, 
which has not yet occurred. The 
North Hills Council of Governments, 
which is where Hampton bids these 
services through with many of our 
neighboring communities, hosted a 
meeting recently with all of the haulers 
in the North Hills area to update us 
on what is going on in the recycling 
industry. Basically, we are being told 
that there is no market for many of the 
materials previously recycled. China 
is no longer purchasing a lot of these 
materials, so they have no home. Part 
of the problem is that materials that are 
co-mingled cause contamination within 

the stream of recycling and a significant 
reduction in acceptable contamination 
levels took place in March of 2018. 
We are working to see if there are 
possibilities outside of this contract. 
Several organizations are exploring 
local opportunities that do exist to 
replace these services. We will keep 
you updated as information becomes 
available and will be working with  
our current hauler, Waste Management,  
on any potential change to the  
contract and what that may mean to 
our residents. We will notify you in 
advance when the new regulations take 
place in Hampton. In the meantime, 
you have a choice to continue 
placing glass and all plastics #1-7 in 
your recycling container, or begin to 
eliminate the glass and plastics #3-7 
from your recyclables.

One thing we want to stress is the 
disposal of plastic bags. The best 
and most efficient way to have these 
recycled is at drop-offs such as Giant 
Eagle and other stores. This ensures that 
they are recycled and you can drop 
off bags from any store at any of those 
locations. The bag does not have to be 
from that store.

Whatever has happened or is 
happening in your neighborhood, 
our ministry of caring for the Creation 
continues. We will need to make 
adjustments and find new ways to 
preserve the earth as we recycle, reuse, 
reduce, and refuse. It is a challenge that 
we can and must meet.

tHe recYcLinG cHaLLenGe 
Bill Sadler, earth Keepers  
(Now part of Working for Justice)

recYcLinG neWS in HaMPton toWnSHiP



21

FooD trUck raLLY

Save the date! This year’s Food Truck Rally will be on thursday, July 18, from 5:00 - 8:00 pm. Plan to bring family and friends 
for an evening of great food, fellowship, games, and entertainment. We will also be opening the building for guided tours 
to share information about St. Paul’s and our ministries. Please let us know if you would like to help by being part of the 
planning committee, or by volunteering your time the day of the event.

Keith Hall is an experienced job coach, networking 
specialist, and employment counselor who has been 
attending St. Paul’s for over a year. He has offered to  
conduct a free seminar on thursday, March 21, at 7:00 pm 
for any of our members who would like to learn a few  
of his “secrets” of job networking, interviewing, and 
“marketing” oneself while job-seeking. Keith writes:

If you have ever worked for a small to midsize organization 
or a large corporate structure, we all have heard statements 
like these:

“We are involved in a reorganization.”

“We have eliminated your position.”

“We are going to right-size the organization.”

Or the new vernacular, “We are harmonizing the 
organization to make it more efficient.”

So, what does this mean for you? Usually, you are on the 
outside looking for employment somewhere else.

Now what do you do? Are you prepared for this type of 
event? How long will it take you to find employment 
elsewhere?

Wouldn’t it be great if you were able to be in control of your 
future? Well, maybe there is a way. 

In this workshop, you will learn the strategic skills that are 
necessary to have a successful and sustainable career, as 
well as to take action with the components that are needed 
to develop an “Exit Strategy” so that you are always working 
from a position of strength for control of your future and 
career.

Call the church office to let us know you are coming so 
we can have enough copies of any printed information 
presented. Keith has also offered to provide a limited  
number of personal career consults for interested individuals. 

*NOTE: Keith is offering these opportunities as a way of 
“giving back” to St. Paul’s, and is not recruiting clients!

career SUcceSS MoDeL anD exit StrateGY DeveLoPMent SeMinar PLanneD
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Mission and Outreach

On February 8th I visited the Allegheny 
County Jail. A good friend invited me 
to attend the graduation service for a 
group of about a dozen inmates who 
had completed the HOPE program, 
which St. Paul’s supports. This is a story 
of my experience that day. Only a 
few things in my life have moved me 
like this and I invite you “take a peek” 
inside with me.

When we left St. Paul’s that morning, 
I really did not know what to expect. 
Would the environment be very dark 
and would all the officers be gruff, 
stern, and threatening? That actually 
was not the case. The entrance was 
spartan, but mostly it felt like a bus 
station with small lockers for guest 
property and a few officers behind 
counter windows. After entering, I 
found the appearance of the halls  
cold but clean. All the officers were 
very polite and some quite friendly.  
I’m not sure why, but this surprised me.

The pod, where the inmates live all the 
time, is an open space, two levels high, 
approximately seventy feet by fifty feet, 
with cell doors around three of the four 
walls on both stories. Before long the 
Director of the HOPE program was 
speaking. I recall the point she made 
to the inmates; that everyone has room 
to improve. Because they had made 
bad choices in the past or because 
bad things had happened didn’t mean 
that there was something “wrong with 
them.” Rather it meant they had to 
make improvements. Wow, I thought, 
that was pretty good.

The keynote speaker was introduced. 
He is now a pastor, but has been an 
inmate at the Allegheny County Jail 
in previous years. His stories were 
inspiring and uplifting, but even more 
so, they were truth. The events were 

not literally true, instead being like 
parables from the Bible, but they spoke 
profoundly to the truth of life. They 
spoke truth to the inmates - and to me. 
I didn’t expect that, and I’m still stiff 
with the impact of those truths. One 
story in particular told how problems 
in our past can be like a tiger chasing 
us through the jungle. You run, and 
finding yourself pinned against the edge 
of a cliff, you start lowering yourself 
down its sheer face. You look up and 
see that tiger with angry eyes glaring 
down at you. You look down… only 
to find another tiger looking back up 
at you. Its eyes are looking at you with 
hungry anticipation. These tigers are 
the mistakes of your past and the traps 
waiting in your future… The power 
of the symbolisms makes me fidget 
because it feels relevant to my life,  
too, and I can only imagine how 
intensely relevant it is to the men  
who sit before me. 

The keynote concludes to a round of 
applause and now one of the inmates 
is speaking. His voice is so soft I must 
strain to hear the poem he wrote with 
details of the tragedies of his life. It 
sounds almost like a confession, but 
these were things that happened to 
him, they were not things done by him. 
Then another inmate is speaking. He is 
so very humble in thanking the others 
for their support and then comments 
that this is the first time he has ever 
made a speech. It is odd to think of his 
words as a speech, but to him they are, 
and that’s important. 

The last speaker, another inmate, is at 
the front giving thanks to God. He gives 
thanks that he has come to jail to find 
love. Can that possibly be true, come 
to jail to find love? The love he speaks 
of is that given by the HOPE program 
director and her assistant. The love he 
speaks of is the listening, the hearing, 
and the caring about what he has to 

say. It is so simple, yet shocking that 
he had never experienced this before 
“here.” This inmate has a message 
and it will not be denied by the tears 
streaming down his face. Then I notice 
that tears are running down my face 
too. He goes on praising God for who 
God is and thanking all the inmates 
for the support they give each other. 
As his comments come to a close, he 
urges the men to stay focused. Stay 
focused on their goals and to do what 
they need to get there. It may be letting 
go of alcohol, or it may be letting go of 
those persons who are a bad influence 
in their life, or maybe drugs, but you 
have to stay focused, learn to let go, 
and move forward. The “letting go” is 
an echo that sounds loudly from one of 
the parables told earlier in the program. 
How did that happen? The parable was 
told by the keynote and the challenge 
to “let go” was told by an inmate.

As I dab my face with my handkerchief, 
I realize that I’ve been profoundly 
moved through this experience. I cried 
today. But I cried in a way I never 
have before. I cried with pity, and with 
anguish, and with hope… all at the 
same time.

I went to the jail hoping that I could 
give some small gift of my attention 
and care to the inmates. While I may 
have done this, the bigger gift that was 
given on Friday, February 8th was the 
gift given to me. I will remember it for a 
very long time.

Check it out. You are invited to do 
God’s work. Maybe it could be through 
the jail ministry, or maybe it will be 
something else. I hope you will check 
it out.

FriDaY, i crieD… i crieD tearS oF PitY, anGUiSH, anD HoPe, aLL at tHe SaMe tiMe. 
Michael DiMonte
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nYaDire orPHan SPonSorSHiPS 

Ninety-three orphan children in 
Zimbabwe are able to attend school 
in 2019 because of the love and 
generosity of St. Paul’s members and 
friends. Sponsors of these 93 children 
paid the school fees, and provided 
backpacks full of school supplies,  
for each of these children. 

Free education does not exist in 
Zimbabwe. All children must pay a 
fee to attend school. The sponsorship 
program originated when St. Paul’s 
members were part of a mission trip 
to Nyadire and observed children not 
attending school while school was in 
session. Upon inquiry, we discovered 
that these children had been turned 
away by the school because they 
could not pay the fee. 

Education is valued highly in 
Zimbabwe and the children are deeply 
appreciative of the opportunity to 
attend school. One child wrote to his 
sponsor: “I am writing this letter in full 
of happy. I don’t have something to give 
you as a present or showing that I am 
happy but I know that Lord will bless 
you Thank you for paying my school 
fees and bag (ed. note – backpack). 
I am praying to the Lord to give you 
some more years with joy, love and 
peace.”

Another child wrote: “When I was 
given that bag I was very happy before 
I have opened it. I am happy because 
you did good thing to me. I was not 
having pencils reading book but you 
remember me and you send me a bag 
with all I want.”  

Pride is oftentimes sinful, but how 
could we not be proud when we 
realize that 93 children in Zimbabwe 
are attending school in 2019 because 
of, and only because of, the love of 
their sponsors.

And so, to quote a child in their Shona 
language, “Tatenda! Tatenda! Tatenda!”

Lenten caLenDar

St. Paul’s 2019 Lenten Calendar  
theme will be Hearing God in  
the Silence, Part 2. Two years ago,  
St. Paul’s helped fund a new program 
for Hearing Impaired (HI) children at 
the Nyadire UM Mission in Zimbabwe. 
The program has been a success. All 
24 HI children received a thorough ear, 
nose, and throat examination. Nine 
students were equipped with a hearing 
aid purchased from SolarEar. Plans 
for the future include a sustainable 
vocational program, and having 
all teachers fully certified in Sign 
Language, as well as having sponsors 
for all HI children. All proceeds from 
the Lenten Calendar will be used to 
continue and to expand this program 
for HI children at Nyadire. 

The HI program gives these children, 
who might otherwise be beggars or 
vagrants, the opportunity to learn, 
build self-esteem, and become a 
contributing part of the community. It 
gives the children an identity as well 
as an opportunity to receive academic 
and vocational training. Nyadire is 
one of only three primary schools in 
Zimbabwe which teach HI children. 

Molly Michael, a Special Education 
teacher in Allegheny County, described 
her first meeting with the HI children in 
Nyadire with these words: “I truly felt 
the love of God in the SILENCE.  God 
is louder than words will ever be and 
the children have so much joy in the 
opportunity they are given.”

Is our support of the 2019 Lenten 
Calendar worth it?  Maclean Masimo, 
one of the students, thinks so: “Now I 
can do what other kids can do. I thank 
God.”  Your support of the 2019 Lenten 
Calendar will be greatly appreciated. 

DaiLY breaD

Thanks to everyone who has shopped, 
cooked, made a cake or helped serve 
for the Daily Bread ministry on the 
north side in 2018. We generally served 
about 100 meals each 4th Thursday of 
the month. We also took donated socks, 
t-shirts, toiletries and men's underwear 
to the center when we served. We 
have a wonderful time serving and 
interacting with the patrons each 
month. For many, it is the only meal of 
the day or sometimes several days.

The following groups have volunteered 
annually:

January VIM (Dick Rishel)

February Jeff's Covenant Group  
 (Ron Hoellein)

March Karen's Bible Study Group  
 (Joyce Hoellein)

april  Faith & Fun Sunday School  
 Class (Mary Ellen Dickson)

May Men's Covenant Group  
 (Gary Brandenberger)

June  Tabitha Circle  
 (Maureen Coon)

July Creative Hands 
  (Barb Greway)

august  NoMIC  
 (Bob & Cindy White)

September Wesleyan Choir

october Deborah Circle 
 (Wendy Smith)

november  OPEN  
 (not on Thanksgiving)

December OPEN  
 (not Christmas week)
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Mission and Outreach
If any group or Sunday School class 
would like to volunteer for November 
or December, please let me know. 
Right now I am able to fi nd enough 
volunteers from my "on call" list to still 
serve those two months.

If you would like to be called 
occasionally to help, please email me 
with your name, phone number and 
email and state if you are available to 
shop, cook, bake a cake or serve. I will 
add you to my list. Please note that 
there is a basket in the Ministry Center 
of Wesley Hall for your donations of 
toiletries, socks, t-shirts and men's 
underwear. 

Thanks again to all,

Joyce Hoellein
rhoellein@comcast.net
724-544-7602

creative HanDS

Do you like to make things? Do you 
fi nd a joy in creating? Do your hands 
need to be busy? Does your heart 
have a yearning for mission? If you 
answered most of these questions 
with a YES…Creative Hands may be 
the group for you!

Creative Hands for Comfort and 
Warmth is more than a craft group. 
It is a mission based gathering of folks 
from St. Paul’s and the community. It 
starts in St. Paul’s but also goes beyond 
our walls to hospice and around the 
world to Nyadire Mission.

All are welcome to come to share 
in fellowship at one of the monthly 
meetings. Here you can observe, share 
your creations, discuss your latest craft 
fi nd, or let us know what is on your 
heart. Donated yarn and fabric are 
available at this meeting for you to 
use for a mission project. 

We also hope you will join us at the 
four workshops held each month. Let 
us know you are coming early and 
you can learn to knit or crochet. 
During the workshop, you might 
learn a new skill, help make reusable 
sanitary pads for Zimbabwe, work on 
a project from home, etc. On the third 
Thursday of the month at 1:00 pm, 
quilts are available that are in need 
of threads and labels sewn on for our 
Prayer Quilt Ministry.

Join us in this mission anytime. We’d 
love to have you come.

Monthly Meeting: 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at 10:00 am and the 
Tuesday before the second Wednesday 
at 7:00 pm

Workshop: 1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
month. Afternoon session at 1:00 pm 
and evening session at 7:00 pm

no baD JUJU to PerForM at 
nHco’S bLock PartY SUnDaY, 
MarcH 24!

No Bad Juju, one of Pittsburgh hottest 
bands, is set to perform at North Hills 
Community Outreach’s signature event, 
the Neighborhood Block Party 
at the Chadwick! Got cabin fever? 
Come enjoy live music, food, games 
and entertainment – all while helping 
local families in crisis, hardship 
and poverty. 

Your participation in our events really 
does make a difference! Not only are 
you purchasing a ticket, but you help 
our event succeed so others can 

attend and learn about our work 
serving the community!

This family-friendly party is Sunday, 
March 24, 4:30-8:00 pm, at the lovely 
Chadwick banquet hall in Wexford 
– but you’ve never experienced the 
Chadwick like this! All-inclusive 
tickets feature No Bad JuJu, an eclectic 
8-piece powerhouse band, a variety 
of food and beverage stations, princess 
and superhero visits, games, face 
painting, a balloon artist, photo booth, 
silent auction, children’s auction 
and more. At least one food station 
is “child-friendly,” and another will 
feature dessert. 

Proceeds support NHCO’s programs 
that serve families in need with things 
like food, utility assistance, rent, 
school supplies, coats, legal 
consultation, education and 
employment assistance, transportation 
help, help for seniors living alone, 
and much, much more. 

Early bird prices through March 
3 are $30 for adults and $14 for 
children. Prices March 4-20 are $33 
and $15. To order, visit nhco.org/
neighborhood-block-party/ or call 
NHCO at 412-487-6316 opt 1. Thanks 
to our premier sponsors Allegheny 
Health Network with Highmark and 
WL Associates and signature sponsors 
English Lane Nursery and Dollar Bank. 

Psst! On another note…if you 
know any runners, please let them 
know that we’d love to have them 
join #TeamNHCO for the marathon 
or related race! When you register 
to run and fundraise for NHCO, 
we cover registration for the 5k, 
relay, half or full marathon. Contact 
Harriet at hzklatte@nhco.org or 
412-408-3830 x 3204.
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viM Work caMP

St. Paul's Volunteers in Mission is 
recruiting volunteers, 18 and older, to 
become of part of its 2019 work camp. 
We will be working from May 12-18 
in Swansboro, Onslow County, North 
Carolina, repairing homes damaged by 
Hurricane Florence. Onslow County 
had the second highest number of 
FEMA registrations of the NC counties 
affected by Hurricane Florence. Sign 
up in the Communication Center if you 
are interested in receiving additional 
information as it becomes available. 
Contact Glenn Smith or Dick Rishel if 
you have any questions.

viM Pancake breakFaSt

On Palm Sunday, April 14, our 
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) crew will 
serve a delicious pancake breakfast 
in George Crooks Dining Area from 
9:00-11:00 am. Throughout the year, 
VIM works to provide opportunities for 
adults to share their gifts and skills to 
help people in need. VIM also serves 
nationwide with week-long work 
camps, and will be working this May 
in Swansboro, NC. Come hungry and 
bring your family, friends, or Bible 
Study class! A free-will offering will 
support VIM projects. 

The No Mission Impossible Club 
(NoMIC) will host our Easter Egg 
Extravaganza at St. Paul’s UMC on 
Palm Sunday, April 14, from 3:30 pm 
until 5:00 pm. The entire church will 
be filled with games and activities that 
will challenge and entertain our guests 
of all ages, and of course, our Easter 
Egg Hunt will be held for the younger 
kids. We will be presenting a new 
life-size game where the kids are the 
game pieces. Immediately following 
the activities, we will serve dinner 
in Fellowship Hall. Following dinner 
and also in Fellowship Hall, we will 
wrap up the day's activities with a live 
professional Magic / Comedy show on 
our stage. We are inviting everyone 
at St. Paul’s and their friends, family, 
and neighbors to come and enjoy 
the activities during the day and join 
us for the dinner and the show, too. 
The Easter Egg Extravaganza is free, 

but tickets must be purchased for the 
dinner and show. Tickets will be sold 
after Sunday services starting on March 
24. They may also be purchased in the 
office at St. Pauls.

This is one of the largest missions 
that NoMIC will hold this year. We 
will need a great deal of help with 
registration, helping with the activities 
around the church, making and serving 
the snacks, helping in the kitchen, 
setting up for the dinner, providing 
directions to our guests, and much, 
much more. Before the event, we are 
looking for volunteers to paint, do light 
carpentry, and help create the games 
during one of our workshops. 

Will you stand with us to help make 
this event a success?

Please fill out the section below and let 
us know how you would like to help. 
We neeD YoU!!!

St. PaUL’S eaSter eGG extravaGanza 
PaLM SUnDaY

Please make all checks payable to St. Paul’s UMc  
and mark the memo line with “noMic eee”

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________________________________________

Please put the completed sheets in the offering plate, turn in at the church 
office or drop in the White’s mailbox. Contact Bob and Cindy White for more 

information or with questions at (412 487-1085).

 I'd like to help out with the games and activities on the day of the event.

 I can help with creating the games prior to the event  
 (Paint / Wood Working / Carpentry)

 Please contact me with dates and times for the workshops.

 I’d like to help in the following way:__________________________________ 

 I’d like to help – tell me what you need me to do.

 I'd like to sponsor a family for dinner with a $25.00 donation.

 Provide cookies (by April 13); please indicate the number of dozens:______

 Provide candy for the event (by April 6);  
 please indicate the number of bags: _______________

 Provide a cash donation toward the cost of hosting the event. 
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becoMe a WorkcaMP SHareHoLDer
NAME _____________________________________  Envelope #  ____________

Address  ____________________________________________________________

City, State __________________________________  ZIP ___________________

Email ________________________________ Phone  _______________________  

becoMe a SHareHoLDer 

As a Shareholder, you will receive an invitation to join us for a celebration in the 
fall when the campers return to “share” their story with you through testimony 
& pictures. Every gift helps, but you can choose a certain Shareholder level to 
receive extra perks.

$20+ Shareholder = Postcard from camp + Meal

$100+ Super Shareholder = Postcard + Meal + T-Shirt  
(Shirts only guaranteed until May 21

$________Shareholder Gift

$500 tranSPortation SPonSorSHiP

We will be travelling by vans and personal vehicles this year. Transportation costs 
are expensive and it would be an honor if you might consider sponsoring a van 
rental with a $500+ Mega Sponsorship. With this sponsorship you receive all the 
above shareholder incentives plus a batch of homemade chocolate chip cookies!

$________ $500+ Mega Shareholder transportation Sponsorship

Give a ScHoLarSHiP

Give a monetary gift to a specific work camper to help defray his / her individual 
costs. Please name your camper of choice in the space provided. If you would 
like to base your scholarship upon need and are unsure of whom to designate, 
please mark your gift as “Per Tami’s Discretion” and she will confidentially and 
appropriately gift the funds.

$________ = Scholarship given to ________________________________________

totaL Donation =  $_______________
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Calendar Highlights

March 6 12:00 pm and 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday  
  Services 

 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday  
  Family First Night 

March 7  5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Pasta Dinner  
  Youth Fundraiser

March 9  9:00 am March Mad Dash

March 11  9:00 am - 3:00 pm Preschool/Child Care  
  Clothing Swap

 7:00 pm Introductory Interfaith  
  Book Study Meeting

March 17 11:30 am - 2:00 pm NoMIC  
  St. Patrick’s Day Social

March 21 7:00 pm Career Success Model  
  and Exit Strategy  
  Development Seminar 

March 24 4:30 pm - 8:00 pm NHCO Block Party  
  at the Chadwick

March 30 9:00 am - 12:00 pm UMW Spring  
  General Meeting

March 31 8:30 am and 10:30 am Youth Sunday

april 3 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Family First Night

april 8  9:00 am - 3:00 pm Preschool/Child Care  
  Clothing Swap

 7:00 pm Interfaith Book  
  Study Discussion

april 13 8:30 am Spring Clean Up Day

april 14  Palm Sunday

 9:00 am - 11:00 am VIM  
  Pancake Breakfast

 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm NoMIC Easter  
  Egg Extravaganza

april 18 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday  
  Seder Meal  
  & Communion

april 19  12:00 pm and 7:00 pm Good Friday Services

april 20 6:00 pm  Saturday@6  
  Easter Worship

april 21  easter Sunday 
 6:30 am  Sunrise Worship at  
  Mt. Royal Cemetery
 
 8:15 am  Communion Worship 
 9:15 am  Children/Family Worship 
 10:30 am Classic Worship

april 27  4:00 pm North Hills Handbell   
  Festival (Public Concert)

april 28  10:30 am Confirmation Sunday 

May 12-18   VIM Work Camp

May 13  9:00 am - 3:00 pm Preschool/Child Care   
 Clothing Swap

May 19 9:15 am Last Day of Sunday   
  Morning Classes

 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm Discover St. Paul’s

May 25-May 30 Yard Sale Collections

May 31 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Yard Sale  
  (Friends and Family)

June 1 9:00 am - 2:00 pm Yard Sale

June 10-august 9 Kidz Venture  
  Summer Camp

June 16-22   SRHI Work Camp

June 17-25  CAT Camp

July 9-18  Mission Trip to Haiti

July 15-17  KG3 Summer

July 15-18  MIDHI Basecamp

July 18 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm Food Truck Rally  
  and Open House

august 4-9   Surf City



WorSHiP tiMeS: 

SatUrDaY eveninG 

Saturday@6:00 
Wesley Hall

SUnDaY MorninG 

Communion@8:30
Sanctuary 

Grace Cafe@9:30
George Crooks Dining Area

Modern@10:30
Fellowship Hall

Classic@10:30 
Sanctuary

cHUrcH oFFice
412.486.7006 

Fax
412.486.8801

PreScHooL
412.486.5591

DroP-in cHiLD care
412.486.4595

kiDz korner
412.486.0280 

nortH HiLLS 
coMMUnitY oUtreacH
412.487.6316

neeD More 
inForMation?

Call the church offi ce 
between 8:00 am and 
4:00 pm Monday through 
Friday. We’ll be glad to 
share the details!

Visit our website 
for more information:
www.stpaulsumc.com.

MiniStrY PLanninG

All are encouraged to use 
their God-given gifts in 
ministry. When you have 
an idea for a new ministry, 
please contact us. Together 
we can plan the best way to 
get your idea off the paper 
and into action.

coMMUnication 
centerS 

These are located in the 
Wesley Hall and CLC 
Entranceways. They are 
places to fi nd out about 
events and sign up for 
activities. Building maps are 
also available here.

MiniStrY center 

It is located inside the 
Worship Center door. There 
you can give items for 
collections, share foodbank 
donations, buy Giant Eagle 
gift cards, and purchase items 
sold by groups.

WeLcoMe center

It is located in Wesley Hall. 
Guests can fi nd Care Notes 
and meet a host to answer 
questions about St. Paul’s.

PLanninG 
a PerSonaL event? 

Contact Carla in the church 
offi ce to schedule your event!

nora rorabaugh on November 24, aunt of Joyce Cottrell

John Monsted on November 28

robin Stump, stepmother of Dave Stump

randy bish on December 3

Daniel Fako on December 7, brother-in-law of Joyce Fako

Wilma Dalrymple on December 9

vincent Pampena on December 16, husband of Millie 
Pampena

Lynne Gawlas on December 17, sister of Jill Herman

barbara Direnzo on January 1

Helen byers on January 10, mother of Linda Pirollo

Margaret Lori on January 12, aunt of Kathy Belcastro

Joe ranallo on January 13, father of Joe Ranallo

Phil nick on January 15, cousin of Linda Hartman

ed koza on January 21, husband of the late Chris Koza

Mary Holtz on January 30, aunt of Heather Culley

catherine evans on February 1, mother of Jim Evans

Lori Shannon on February 1, niece of Eleanor Davic

chuck coon on February 4, husband of Maureen

Pietro tucciarone on February 10, father of Pete

birtHS

Madison Marie oley on December 18, daughter of 
Ashley & Craig Oley, granddaughter of Elaine & Alan Oley, 
great granddaughter of Becky & Paul Auman

Lucia olivia Luna on December 25, granddaughter of 
Laurel Webster

MarriaGeS

Hailey turek and Michael cooknick on January 19 at St. Paul’s

SYMPatHY:
We extend our sympathy to the families 
of the following loved ones:

ST. PAULS
United Methodist Church

Be sure to watch for weekly updates in the Friday emails. 
Register online at www.stpaulsumc.com/news.

epistles are available on our website! if you prefer to 
view an electronic copy instead of a mailed copy, please 
contact the church offi ce!

coMMUnicationS


