
Deck the Halls…
I’m a Christmas kind of guy. It’s my favorite season of the year. Don’t you just love the sights and sounds of 
Christmas? The carols and shopping and children getting whipped into a frenzy of excitement? I’ve never gotten 
over this stuff. We can lament the exploitation and “commercialism” of Christmas, but even that doesn’t have to 
rob it of its joy and true meaning. Someone posted on Facebook the other day this thought: “As I grow older, I 
realize that what I really want for Christmas can’t be bought.” I like that. What do you really want for Christmas? 
Peace? Forgiveness? Richer, fuller relationships with your partner, your family, and God? Or, if this Christmas will 
be a “blue” one for you because of a recent loss, maybe you would be happy to find comfort and the soothing 
presence of good, good friends. For you, may you unwrap a huge bundle of grace on Christmas morning.

The church would do well to cease harping about people taking the “Christ out of Christmas.” I don’t believe it 
is possible to do that. I believe that Jesus is so invested in the season that nothing can scrub it clean of his love. 
There’s a reason people “soften up” around the holiday, a reason why they become more generous and say 
“Merry Christmas” to strangers in elevators and grocery stores. Christ is behind it, my friends, and the Holy Spirit 
is using even the merchants and the merriment to touch lives. Church people: Lighten up and celebrate! Christmas 
is a home game for us! People will pour into our churches—some because of tradition, and many won’t even 
know why they come. But WE know why! God is afoot, and humanity and the Divine come so very close at 
Christmas. The word we offer to our guests at Christmas Eve worship is WELCOME. There is room at the inn!

The journey toward this glorious season takes us through a national day of Thanksgiving and the mysterious “prom-
ise walk” of Advent, when we will ask the question, “Are we there yet?” We’ll climb the Jesse Tree together as we 
explore the legacy-lineage of the Christ. Don’t miss the exciting reinstitution of the Boar’s Head Festival Celebration 
(also known as the Madrigal Dinner) where, through medieval story and legend, we experience the Savior’s 
vanquishing of evil. 

And then, in four diverse and powerful services of Christian worship on Christmas Eve, we will join our hearts and 
voices in the timeless words of Charles Wesley: Hark! The herald angels sing! Glory to the newborn King!


